
 
With Jesus 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com | Pastor Bob Stone 
With Jesus 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com | Pastor Bob Stone 

In Community with Jesus 
Hebrews 10:22-25 

Bob Stone 
 

             INTRODUCTION:  Key questions about having EPIC at SCC. 
 

1. Does God intend us to carry our burden alone?  Matt. 11:28-30; Heb. 10:22-25 
	  
2. Why should we be with Jesus in smaller community groups?  Mark 3:14; 5:40; 15:41; 

16:10; Luke 7:11; 9:10,18,28; 24:29; John 1:39; 11:16; 12:2; Matt. 9:10. 
 
3. Why should SCC have EPIC (Every Person In Community)? To enable/encourage:               

a.  Worship and Prayer; b. Belonging (LAFB—Love, Acceptance, Forgiveness and 
Belonging); c. Serving God and Others; d. Growing in maturity; d. Sending others, or 
going across the street and around the world; e. Sharing Christ and meeting needs. 
	  

4. How can we encourage each other in a way that meets our church's needs and also 
reaches out to those not yet in our church?	  	  It's more and more difficult to encourage 
and reach out in a large group setting.  Groups (EPIC) give us a number of real 
advantages. Monday through Saturday our church goes into neighborhoods, homes 
and apartments.  As SCC grows larger, it must grow smaller to reach out to others. 
	  

5. Where do small groups come from?	  	  The Bible is our message book and our method 
book; we need to study the methods and translate them to our culture and time. 

	  
6. Who started small/discipleship/community groups? A biblical basis/precedent: 

 
a. Jesus and the 12—Luke 6:12-16; 8:1,9,22; 9:1-6,10,12,18; 11:1. 
b. Jesus and the 3—Matt. 17:1; 26:37 (the inner circle - Peter, James and John). 
c. The disciples, Paul and the early church—Acts 2:2,46-47.  (The early church met in 

the temple courts and from house to house.)  Other examples of meeting in 
homes: Acts 10:25-48; 12:12-17; 16:13-15,29-34,40; 18:7-8,24-27; 20:6-12,20; 28:7-
10,30-31; 1 Cor. 16:19; Philemon 1:2; Col. 4:15. 

d. Project:  List all the ministry/activities that took place in homes (outreach, 
communion, prayer, worship, teaching, healing, etc.). 
 

7. Why are EPIC (small/growth/support) groups needed? 
a. Sociological Needs Today.  Loss of families, neighborhoods, security and stability. 
b. Many Dysfunctional Churches:  How do the hurting people of the world look upon 

the church?  How do inactive attenders look upon the church? (See again Heb. 
10:24-25.)  How do many overactive church members see the church? 

 
8. What are the definitions of a Group? 

• “A community group/small group/support group (EPIC) becomes the primary 
place where broken/tired/authentic people can be reconstructed, equipped and 
released for God’s work in a broken world”—Lyman Coleman. 

• “A group/small group/support group within the church is a voluntary, intentional 
gathering of people regularly meeting together with the shared goal of mutual care, 
friendship, encouragement, prayer and growth.” 
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9. What are the Benefits of Community Groups? (Having EPIC at SCC) 
 

a. Helps people be fully DEVELOPED followers of Jesus, i.e., disciples. 
b. Promotes fellowship/deep relationships—Acts 4:32a; 20:36-38. 
c. Effective congregational care and prayer—Acts 2:46-47a; 12:12. 
d. Spiritual growth—Acts 19:4-11; 20:20ff.   
e. Handling of special needs—Matt. 26:36-46.  
f. Care for people in our neighborhoods—Acts 16:13-15; 18:7-8. 
g. Outreach—Acts 18:7-8; 2:47b, a nonthreatening place to invite pre-Christian friends. 
h. Discovery of spiritual gifts and ministry of the Holy Spirit—Acts 19:1-7.  
i. Developing leadership—Acts 18:1-8,18-19,24-26; 1 Cor. 16:19.  
j. Numerical growth and fewer dropouts—Acts 5:13-14; 6:7. 
k. Obedience to the “One another...” passages in Scripture—Rom. 12:10; 15:7; 1 Cor. 

12:25; Gal. 6:2; Eph. 4:32; 1 Thess. 5:11; Heb. 10:24-25,39; James 5:16,19-20; 1 Pet. 4:10; 
John 13:34; 1 John 4:1.  How can we fulfill these in a typical church gathering?  
What’s the best setting for these commands/actions? 
 

10. What are the Norms, Mindsets, or Shared Expectations of a small group? 
 

a. Norms: There needs to be 1) A willingness to listen to group members and not 
dominate the discussion, e.g., complainer, corrector, controller, confuser (sic),        
EGR (extra grace required).  2) A willingness to talk and not be silent for the        
whole meeting.  3) An intention to take the Scriptures seriously—Matt. 7:24-26; 
James 1:22; 1 Cor. 8:1.  4) Openness to the other members’ ideas and opinions.             
5) A desire to know and be known by other group members—2 Cor. 6:13. 
 

b. Mindsets:  The following are a few mindsets that are needed.  1) The importance         
of a group leader/facilitator—Acts 19:3.  2) A group can be a critical context for life 
change—Acts 18:26.  3) The priesthood of every believer—Heb. 13:15-16; 1 Pet. 2:4,9. 
4) The danger of clericalism:  “Only clergy does the ministry”—Eph. 4:12).  5) It's no 
risk/little risk to be ordered by the Word and open to the Spirit.  6) Multiplication    
is better than addition—2 Tim. 2:2.  7) Training and encouragement is essential to 
the future of our church's life—Acts 2:46; 5:42; 20:20; 28:30-31. 

 
11. IN SUMMARY:  What are the goals and purposes of EPIC (groups) for our church?  

 
Making available ways for 

a. The cultivation of new ministries in our congregation by providing: greater 
commitment—Heb. 10:24-25; additional leadership and ministry development—2 
Tim. 2:1-2; through wider channels for the flow of spiritual gifts—1 Cor. 12:12-31; Rom. 
12; 1 Peter 4:7-11; Acts 2:2-4; 4:23-31; 21:8-11. 

b. Making available new ways to minister to the people in our area—Matt. 9:35-38. 
c. Establishing situations for deeper relationships—Eph. 4:16; Acts 2:41-47. 
d. Times for worship, interaction, sharing, teaching, application and prayer—Acts 

2:41-47; 4:23-31; 12:12-17.  (The early church prayed in homes.) 
e. The opportunity for healthy “fun times” and hospitality—Acts 2:46. 
f. The opportunity for greater communication of the important items relating to   

our church life—Acts 4:23-31; 5:42; 12:12; 20:20. 
g. What can we learn about the advantages of groups from the New Testament?	  	  

Rom. 16:3-5—“Greet...the church that meets at their house.”  They are: Infinitely 
expandable - no space problems; Unlimited geographically - can meet in all of our 
cities/counties; Good stewardship - using homes to expand ministry opportunities.  


