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…with two widows  
and all their mite(s) & food 
—Mark 12:41-44; 1 Kings 17 

Bob Stone 
Listening Guide 

I. The 1st Widow’s Offering—Mark 12:41-44; Matthew 6:2 
• It represents 1/64th to 1/128th of a laborer’s wage for one day. 

o Greek: A lepton, “a tiny thing” and the English word: A mite. 
o It’s a copper coin that ends up being a display of her love and trust. 

• It literally says, “they gave out of their surplus; she gave out of her life…her love 
and trust in God.” 
 

A. What does this say to us?  Here we have a record of the last public act of Jesus’ 
public ministry.  (It’s not a sermon, nor is it a miracle.)  
 

B. Why is this so important to Jesus and to us?  Our giving and the management of 
our resources is a very accurate window into who we are, as well as who we love 
and trust.  (See Principle 2 below and the Macedonian example—2 Cor. 8:1-7.)   

 
C. What are the principles of this passage? 

 
1. Principle #1:  God sees and hears our giving - Mark 12:41-44—“They all gave out 

of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything.”                    
Summary:  What does the widow’s giving show? A life of trust, sacrifice, love 
and service – she freely gives of her resources, time, energy and efforts.  The 
widow is showing absolute dependence on God.  The rich have a great deal 
left over, but she has given all & in doing so, must (& chooses to) rely on God. 

 
2. Principle #2:  Our finances represent us—Matthew 6:20-21.  Our resources (our 

cash, our stuff) represent our heart, our purpose, our life and our love! 
 

3. Principle #3:  The Grace of Giving is the highest motivation for all giving. 
We’re not just giving because it’s commanded, or because a blessing is 
promised.  We’re giving because we’re grateful!  2 Cor. 8:7—“…see that you 
also excel in this grace of giving.” 

 
II. The 2nd Widow’s Offering—1 Kings 17.  (This also illustrates real/obedient giving.)  

 
A. What’s the setting? It’s a time of drought due to the evil King Ahab committed in 

Israel.  Elijah prophesied a drought and was told by God to hide.  He obeyed by 
hiding in the wilderness and God provided for him through ravens and a brook. 
When the brook dried up, Elijah obeyed some “crazy instructions” from God.  He 
found a starving widow and asked her for some water/food. The widow provided 
food for Elijah because God directed her to—vv. 9-16. 
 

B. What constitutes real giving to God?  Real giving to God puts God first and trusts 
Him to supply.  As a result, it develops our trust in God, not in our money. 

 
Summary:  Whenever we find real giving we find some testing, a history of God’s 
abundant provision, and over time, a greater capacity to give—2 Cor. 9:8-11. 
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C. How did the widow learn real giving?  Learning the steps from her: 
 
1. First step, belief:  The widow believed the God of Israel would provide. 
2. Second step:  She gave for a small need when Elijah asked for water. 
3. Third step:  She gave for a big need when Elijah asked for bread. 

Summary:  Real giving is a process of learning to trust…and there will be moments 
we’ll be stretched, but eventually we’ll be blessed beyond measure. In other words, 
the chief result of real giving is that we’ll be able to trust God on a deeper level, & 
eventually character, miraculous events, provision, and greater service will follow! 
 
a. The Lessons from Israel.  What can we learn from them?  AGAIN, even if 

we are obedient in our giving, we may experience short-term trouble in our 
wilderness:  Things might be tested and we’ll have a short supply - less, not 
more.  Why?  Because we’re in a temporary transition and we’re being 
prepared (by growing in character/wisdom, etc.) for what’s ahead. 
Ø But if we DON’T stay obedient, we’ll settle for the temporary (even a 

wilderness), when God has a Promised Land ahead for us!  
Ø We may settle for “not enough,” or “just enough,” when God has “more 

than enough” for us! 
 

b. Other Lessons for us.  We may think the test is about money, but the test 
could be about gaining faith, strength & readiness for what’s ahead of us. 
Ø The financial test could be to prepare us for the abundance, or even a 

miracle ahead— 1 Kings 17. 
Ø The financial test could be so we’ll learn to live on less more creatively and 

simpler, while we’re being abundantly fulfilled and joyful! 
Ø The financial test will shows us how we’ll be directed spiritually when we 

give to God in ways that make us dependent on Him—Prov. 3:5-6. 
 

D. What are your/our next steps?   Options:  “1.  Never given (except when we ‘tip’ 
God periodically); 2. Initial givers (first-time givers); 3.  Systematic givers (regular 
givers); 4. Proportional givers (tithers); 5. Sacrificial givers (extravagant givers like 
our two widows)!”  Nelson Searcy, The Generosity Ladder. 
• Let’s take the next step (or several steps) as we decide willingly in our hearts. 
• For those who take the “Tithing Test” today, it will mark the beginning of a 

wonderful journey with two fantastic and generous widows.  If we take the 
“Tithing Test”/challenge, let’s make sure we do so with a commitment to justice, 
mercy and faithfulness, as Jesus encouraged—See Malachi 3:8-10; Matt. 23:23. 

• Please prayerfully consider putting God to the test and see what He will do, as 
together we invest in the ministries of Shoreline Community Church! 

 
E. What are the games we play?  Here are two: 

 
1. “When I get more I will give more.  I need to make more so I can give 10% 

 to God.” (Statistic from George Barna - people give less when they make more.) 
 

2. “It always seems I have other things to spend my money on.  I seldom seem to 
have enough to give 10% to the local church.”  (9/10th goes further than 
10/10th when we give the FIRST 1/10th to God.  If we only give our leftover 10%, 
we will give little or erratically. We’re to give out of obedience, not because we 
have excess.  We’re to give out of faith, not because it makes perfect sense. 
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Statistics: In a nationwide survey, one out of every six born again Christians (16%) 
gave no money to his/her church during the year surveyed. In general, the more 
money a person made, the less likely they tithed.    

 
If we take the step to tithe (the “Tithing Test” or Proportional Givers): 

F. How should we tithe?  This is the “laughter factor!”  At least a chuckle and a smile. :) 
 
• The Heart Guide:  2 Corinthians 9:7—“Each man should give what he has 

decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God  
loves a cheerful giver.” 

• The Summary Key to Giving:  2 Cor. 8:5—“And they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in 
keeping with God’s will.” 
 

1. Give cheerfully the first part of what we earn, not the leftovers.  Prov. 3:9-10—
“Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 10] then your 
barns will be filled to over-flowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine.” 

 
2. Give cheerfully where we worship on Sunday.  Mal. 3:10—“Bring the whole tithe 

into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the 
LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out 
so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.” 
 

3. Give cheerfully with the right attitudes. 2 Cor. 9:7—“Each man should give what he 
has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver.” 

 
4. Give cheerfully on the first day of the week (as you have income). 1 Cor. 16:2—       

“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be 
made.” 

 
5. Give cheerfully and joyfully, not reluctantly/under compulsion.  2 Cor. 9:7—          

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

 
6. Give cheerfully and generously.  (Let’s put a smile on our faces!)  2 Cor. 8:3-4 —

“For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. 
Entirely on their own, 4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this 
service to the saints.” 

 
7. Give expectantly.  2 Cor. 9:6—“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” 
 
Conclusion:  A Prayer of Commitment for the “Tithing Test.” 
“Father, I know You love me and want what's best for me. I recognize that all I have, or 
will ever have, comes from You. I am more interested in pleasing You than in having more 
possessions.  I want You to have first place in my life and I am willing to begin tithing as 
You have commanded. Out of gratitude for all You’ve done for me, and in expectation 
that You will continue to provide for me, I commit myself to returning at least the first 
10% of all I earn back to You. I want to begin investing for eternity. Help me to remain 
faithful to this commitment. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 


