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Getting Over the Hurdles of 

Water Baptism 
Teaching Outline 

Select Passages 
 

   
Introduction:  When we discuss water baptism, there are basically two extremes that 
must be corrected before we get into the subject. 

Two Extreme Views of Water Baptism: 
A. “Baptism is no longer significant.” 

 B. “We are saved by the right of baptism, or baptismal regeneration.” 
  1. Our rebuttal—Matt. 28:19; Eph. 2:8-9; Mark 1:9.  (Was Jesus baptized?  Why?)  
  2. Our position: “Water baptism is an outward sign of an inward reality.” It’s like 

a married person’s wedding ring.  (We’re committed/we belong to someone.) 
 

Baptism is Significant for Three Reasons 
I . Baptism is a public declaration by a new believer of the discipleship and the 

lordship of Christ. 
 
 A. The act of baptism is a declaration of discipleship.  We are disciples of Jesus.   
 

1. The context of the New Testament.  People were baptized to show their 
allegiance to a particular deity or religious system, e.g., Diana.  Those who 
were baptized by John the Baptist were called John’s disciples.  The word 
“discipleship” is not really understood by many people today. 
 
A disciple would understand the thinking, attitude and responses of his 
master so well that he would act, think and speak like his master. 

 
  2. The command of Jesus in Matt. 28:18-20 reflects accurately what it means to 

be a disciple.  The command is to “make disciples.”  This Great Commission 
explains what it means to make disciples or to be a disciple. 

 
  3. The commitment (or commission) is summarized in three (participles) words.  

 
   a. “Going”—This implies we’re to take the initiative to share the good news. 
   b. “Baptizing”—This implies initiation into the faith; it’s to be immediate. 
   c. “Teaching”—This is instruction in the faith, gifts, and serving. 
    Obeying Scripture is proof we have heard the teaching—1 John 2:3-6; 5:3.  
 
 B. The act of baptism is a declaration of His lordship.  
   1. It’s a pledge of submission. 
  2. It’s saying we intend to obey and mimic Christ in every area of our lives. 
 
II . Baptism is a memorable event in a new believer’s life, which marks a definite 

break from the past and separates him/her from the old life. 
  
 A. The Old Testament picture of baptism—1 Cor. 10:1-6; Exodus 12-15. 
 
  1. The highlights from Exodus 12-15. 
  2. The application to us. 
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   a. In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul says this scene is a picture of baptism.  v. 2— 
    “They were all baptized into Moses, in the cloud and in the sea.” 
   b. Paul’s pointing us to this picture to remind us of where we’ve been and 

where we’re going.  Here’s our story: 
    1) Egypt is a picture of sin and our slavery to sin and Satan—Eph. 2:1-3. 
    2) Jesus redeemed us from that old life by His own blood—1 Cor. 5:7.   
    3) We’re saying, “I’m going to follow Jesus whatever it costs me.  I’m 

separating myself from the old life.”  (That’s resisting Satan/victory!)  
   c. Baptism points us to the freedom that is ours in Christ. (Satan may try to 

keep us in bondage, but as we turn our back on sin, we’re FREE!) 
 
 B. The New Testament picture of baptism—Rom. 6:1-12. 
  1. The world says, “Be free and continue to sin or act any way you like.  (But if 

we’re not living for Christ, our life is as good as it’s going to get—Rom. 6:12.) 
   
  2. Paul says, however, if we’re followers of Jesus, we’re dead to sin but alive in 

Christ—Romans 6:3-7.   Baptism is a picture of that spiritual reality for us. 
a. Baptism signifies our union with Christ—v. 3.  The essence of following 

Jesus (being in Christ) is signified in baptism.  (We’re placed into Christ.) 
 
   b. Baptism signifies our baptism into Christ’s death & resurrection—vv. 3-5. 

Baptism, therefore, symbolizes our salvation.  Our baptism is a funeral and 
a resurrection from the grave at the same time.  Want to see your funeral? 

 
    Why do we practice baptism by “immersion”? 
   c. Baptism is best symbolized through total immersion in water—Matt.   
    3:6,13-17; Rom. 6:4-7.  There are many reasons: 
    1) First, it was the common means of baptism in the New Testament—

Matt. 3:6; Acts 8:38-39.  (Every baptism in the Bible was done this way.) 
    2) Second, it was the way Christ was baptized—Matt. 3:13-17. 
    3) Third, the reason we baptize by immersion is because the Greek word 

used for baptism, “Baptiso,” means “to dip, or immerse.” 
    4) Fourth, it’s the best picture of what happens at salvation—Rom. 6:4-7. 
    5) Fifth, the founders of denominations agree with the practice of baptism 

by immersion, e.g., Martin Luther, John Calvin, John Wesley.  (Catholics?) 
   

3. The Question is:  “Who should be baptized”?  Every Christ follower—Acts 2:41; 
8:12-13.  (Babies should be dedicated & baptisms wait until the child believes.)   

 
 There is one more significant reason for baptism. 
III . Baptism is a biblical way to identify with Jesus and His church—Acts 2:41.  Baptism 

administered in a local church helps in two ways: It serves to unite the new believer 
with other believers, and baptism is also a public statement to family and friends. 

CONCLUSION 
A. Why is baptism significant?  It’s a public statement of discipleship, a break with 

the past, and an identification with the local church.  If baptized, are we now 
living a “baptized in water” lifestyle?  Are we walking in the reality of our 
conversion and baptism?  Let the words of 1 Cor. 10:1-13 be a warning.  

B. What if we haven’t been baptized?  Here’s the biblical pattern and command—
Acts 8:36-39; 16:29-34. 


