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Deuteronomy 4:9, “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget 
the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as you live. 
Teach them to your children and to their children after them.” 
 

Background to Exodus: 
• Exodus is the story of God’s people, the Hebrews, leaving Egypt and their journey.  
• It’s the second book of five books that were written by a single author, Moses. It is part 

of a continuous storyline – in this case, the story of God’s works and God’s people from 
creation, to the flood, through the Patriarchs and into the timeline of Moses and the 
Children of Israel. 

• Purpose: To tell the story! To help the Israelites remember. 

I. The Backstory (Exodus 1:1-14) 
a. Exodus begins with a prologue and introduces the key characters as well as the 

setting —the time, the place, the circumstances, the conditions—to help the reader 
get into the story. (vss. 1-7) 

b. A transition is introduced. These details are not included extraneously. (vss. 8-10) 
i. Transition in leadership – a new king comes to power. Two possibilities: 

1. The king did not know Joseph.  
2. He just didn’t care—he had no regard for the Hebrew people, the 

past, or the providence afforded over his nation.  
ii. Transition in strategy.  

1. Verse 9: Presents a problem. 
2. Verse 10: Proposes a solution and invites participation. 
3. Verse 10: Persuades his people to comply based on a fear tactics.  

iii. Transition in public policy and perception. (vss. 11-14) 
1. Two nations which had coexisted peacefully are now pitted as 

competitors.  
2. Because of the king’s calculation, the Hebrews are coerced into hard 

labor and commodified. What is commodified is devalued. 
c. The backstory helps establish the circumstances and conditions the Hebrews faced; 

and the impossible odds. But, it’s not the end of the story. Now, the God-story 
begins. 
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II. The God-Story (verses 15-21): Dewey Cass said, “When God is going to do 
something wonderful, He begins with a difficulty. If He is going to do something very 
wonderful, He begins with an impossibility.” 

a. Courageous Characters (v. 15): Amid this threatening situation, two unlikely, 
courageous characters are woven into the storyline: The Hebrew Midwives. (v. 15) 

i. This is the only time they are mentioned in the Bible; only a few verses. 
ii. Their story is just a smaller story within a much larger story; but, without their 

faithful place in the greater timeline, the rest of the story might not have 
happened. 

iii. They were possibly the leaders of a cadre of other midwives for the nation. 
iv. Most scholars believe that the midwives were barren.  

b. Courageous Convictions (vss. 16-19) – If you want to have a story to tell, there will 
be a: 

i. Time to Decide – Who will you fear…God or man? (vss. 16-17) 
ii. Time to Act (v. 17) 
iii. Time to Speak (vss. 18-19) 

c. Courageous Conclusion (vss. 20-21) – Deuteronomy 5:29, Psalm 113 

 

III. Our Story 
a. Value your role in God’s story and timeline. 
b. Act courageously! 
c. Persevere. Be faithful. 
d. Expectantly wait. 

 

For Reflection: 
• What is my backstory?  

o What is my role in God’s great, unfolding story? What is my setting – the time, 
the place, the circumstances, the conditions? What are the truths about my 
current realities? 

• What is my God-story? 
o Whom do I fear – God or man? What am I willing to risk for the sake of God and 

honoring my convictions? What choices am I making now? What needs to 
change? 

o What conflict-resolution is God currently writing into my story? In what areas do I 
need confidence and courage to move forward? Healing? Forgiveness? 

• What is my next step? 


