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Woman at the Well 
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Pastor Dwayne Smith 

 

 
 

I. He went to her. 
a. “He had to pass through Samaria,” John 4:4.   

i. He was on His way from Judea to Galilee.  
1. Going through Samaria made sense geographically, but not 

culturally. 
2. Samaritans were considered “idolatrous half breeds – ethnically 

polluted, religiously confused and morally debased.”1 
ii. Jews went out of their way to avoid Samaritans. 

iii. Jesus trip to Sychar was intentional – he “needed” to go here.  This was 
the Father’s will.   

b. He met her during the natural rhythms of life – getting water. 
i. This was the place to get water.  There were no natural rivers in Samaria.   

ii. This is where Jesus met people – along their natural rhythms.  This is 
where we meet people also. 

II. He reached out to her. 
a. Jesus made the first move – “Give me a drink” (John 4:7). 

i. He recognized her.  
ii. His head was up! He was looking for her. 

b. She was expecting no one. 
i. The other women from the village went there in the morning or the 

evening. They typically came in groups.  It was a social time. 
ii. She came alone at noon, during the hottest part of the day. 

1. She was trying to avoid people.  
2. She felt shame; she was an outcast among outcasts.  

c. She was surprised that He was talking with her. 
i. She wasn’t expecting conversation – “keep your head down, get your 

water, and get out.”  We often do this – we want to get in and get out. 
1.  “Daughters of Samaritans are…perpetually in a state of 

ceremonial uncleanness.”2 

                                                      
1 Charles Swindoll, NT Commentary John, pg. 88. 
2 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, pg. 218. 
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2. This was a person who had a life sentence – you can never be 
clean. 

ii. For a Jew to talk to a Samaritan would make them “unclean.”  
1. NOTE – Jesus cleanses what He touches!  
2. Throughout His ministry He touched and cleansed – the leper, the 

woman, even the Temple. 
d. Jesus asked her for help. 

i. He had no way of drawing water. 
ii. He invited her into His world.  “Give me a drink” is inviting a 

conversation.   
iii. These are divine appointments.  Helping people is a great way to connect. 

e. He spoke to her need in order to speak to her deeper need. 
i. John 4:10, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 

‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given 
you living water.”  

1. “Gift of God.”  To a Jew, this is the Torah, God’s Word.  Jesus is 
saying “I am the gift of God.” 

2. Water – Water gives life.  Water cleanses.  Water is used 
symbolically to mean the Holy Spirit – God’s Spirit alive in you!  
You will never thirst again.   

ii. There was an unmet need in her life.  An aching desire. Thirst is not met 
by removing the “aching desire,” but by replacing it. We replace it by 
pouring in the Spirit of God.   

III. He gave her a new story.   
a. Jesus turned this place of shame into a place of freedom. 
b. As a result, she reached her town. 

i. She was excited to share (John 4:28, 29). 
ii. Many came and believed (John 4:39). 

iii. Her testimony got them to hear Jesus, but it was experiencing Jesus that 
made them accept Christ as their Savior. 

c. Go to your field! 
i. The harvest is ready. 

ii. The disciples were concerned about food. 
1. “Rabbi, eat.”  
2. The disciples thought their mission that day was still about food 

and water. 
iii. Jesus reminded them of the real mission. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• Are you walking with your head up, looking for opportunities? 

• Who is on your path as you go about your day? Who would the Lord have you reach? 

• Are you/we a place of shame or a place of hope? Do people look forward to seeing us, 
or do they shy away? 


