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Membership and Confessional Partners 
It’s a Really Good Idea! 

Select Passages 
Bob Stone 

THE LORD’S PRAYER - PRAYING HIS WAY 

Introduction: Our Plan for this series is to give us a reminder or an introduction to the 
vision and purposes of SCC.  We hope this time will help us all to understand SCC's unique 
calling, i.e., the courses/the tracks we feel we are called to run on as a church.   
 We want this to also be a time when you will hopefully understand why we do what 
we do, and how each of us might fit into this great team of believers at SCC.  If you are 
already a part of this church, our aim is that today will be a good review of why you are 
here, and provide a way to fill in some of the gaps you might have in your 
understanding of God's intention for this church, as well as the church worldwide.   
 
  To get a broader understanding of the church, let's begin with: 
 1. What is the biblical description of the church? (Eternal)   

It’s possible we could unnecessarily struggle in our Christian life, because we 
don't have a biblical definition of the church or how we are to relate to it. 
 

  a. The church is not a physical building, but a group of believers/called out ones.  
(It’s not a place, but a people; we don’t go to church, we are the church.) 

 
b. The church is not a denomination; it’s a spiritual body. 

  
  c. The church is not an organization, but a body.  The church is living.  It has life, 

and bones, and ligaments, etc.—1 Cor. 12:12-27.  v. 27—“Now you are the body 
of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it." 
Here's a good question:  If our bodies operated like we relate to this church, 
what kind of body would we have?  

   
  d. The church is also called a fellowship—1 Cor. 5:2; Acts 2:42. 
 
  e. The church is family.  Eph. 2:19—"Consequently, you are no longer foreigners 

and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's 
household..."  (Underline these words: citizens, people, members, household.) 

  
     Here are THREE key truths about a local church. 

1) The first key truth is - the church is a spiritual family/household. 
   

2) The second key truth we get from this verse is that God expects us to be a 
member of a church family.  Believers are “members of God's household.”    

    • In summary, we need each other to be strong in our Christian faith. 
    • When “church” is used in the Bible, it’s used in 2 different ways.  
     — First, it’s used to refer to every Christian who has ever lived 

throughout history. This is called the universal church.  Every follower 
of Jesus all around the world, regardless of denominational label or 
where they are located, is part of the universal church. 

— Second,  the word “church” is used in the Bible to refer to a local 
group.  
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For example, the church at Corinth, the church that met in Lydia's 
home, the church that was on the hill.  When the word "church" is 
used here at SCC, it’s used in a local sense.  It’s only used 4 times to 
refer to a general, universal sense. 

       
    • Once we become a believer, we’re automatically a member of the 

universal church.  But we don't become members of a local church until 
we make choices.  That’s what we’re talking about here.  We need to 
choose a home and be a functioning member of a local church family. 
We ALL need somebody (a family of believers) in the flesh.   

    • In fact, there are over 30 commands in the Bible that we cannot obey, 
we cannot follow, unless we are part of a local church. 

 
3) The third key truth is that a follower of Jesus without a church family is an 

alien.  Notice it says, “...you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 
citizens with God's people...”  In other words, we are like an illegal alien, a 
person without the rights and privileges of the country they are in. 

    • In the church in America, we have a lot of people who want to be a part 
of that local community, have all the benefits and privileges, but have 
not made a commitment to be a member/citizen.  Only in America do 
we have “floating Christians.”  (They float from church to church!)  

    • The Bible says that if we are a follower of Jesus, we’re part of the body 
of Christ.  We could be the hand, we could be the ear, we could be the 
eyes, the nose, the liver.    
Summary:  It's obvious we need to be a part of a local church family, or 
we won’t grow or thrive.  Eph. 4:16—“From him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself 
up in love,  as each part does its work.”  (See Rom. 12—"…in Christ we, 
though many, form one body…each member belongs to all the others.”) 

  
2. What is the goal of this session/teaching today?  The goal is that we will 

all commit ourselves to Christ (if you haven't already), and to this local church -
the Shoreline Community Church family (or some church)! 
 

  a. This second step is what we want to introduce to some of us here today. 
  b. We would like everyone to seriously consider being a committed member of 

our SCC  team.  (If already a member, to make sure we are truly committed.) 
   1) Now again, what is the difference between being a believer and being a 

member of a church family?  The difference is the word “commitment.”  
    • I become a believer by committing my life to Christ, and I become a 

member of a church by committing myself to other Christians.   
    • I say, "this is going to become my church home where I am going to 

serve and be served, where I will love and be loved."   
2) Now what does the SCC family look like?  If we look around on Sunday, 

and if we visit all our 4 gatherings, we will see on a typical Sunday we come 
from many different ethnic backgrounds, sizes, colors, intellects, even 
languages.  We are different, but also united in so many ways.   

 
 3. What specifically does it mean to be a member of Shoreline Community 

Church?  Review the Membership and Confessional Partners packet. 


