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with Mephibosheth and Grace  
2 Samuel 9; 2 Timothy 2:1  

Bob Stone 
Sharing the Table of Grace with Others 

 

Introduction: Have you ever given away or lost anything that you wished you could 
have back?  (Some of us have given away, lost, traded, misspent things of value and we 
can’t get them back.) The good news is; if we come to Jesus He gives something, some 
ONE better.  Sometimes, even things of value that were lost are restored—Joel 2:25. 

 

 
A. The key question is, “How do we receive something better from Jesus, if what 

we had has been lost, given away, or stolen from us”?  (Answer: GOD’S GRACE.) 
 

B. What is grace?  A lot of people have a misunderstanding about what grace is. 
1. Definition:  True grace, as most of us know, means UNMERITED FAVOR.    
2. “It is God’s free action, based on Jesus’ death and motivated by love, to 

redeem all who believe and make them righteous”—Larry Richards.   
3. It’s a free act of God that’s not hindered by sin, nor conditioned upon works. 
4. In addition, grace is not only something we receive, but it also represents the 

attitude we must exhibit when we’re relating to others.  (We share it, too!) 
 

 Before we focus on sharing grace, let’s review: How do we receive grace from God? 
I. Receiving Grace from God.  Listen to the words of the Apostle Paul as he describes 

the transformation brought about in his life by God’s grace—1 Corinthians 15:9-10.   
 The summary in five statements: 

1. We don’t deserve God’s grace.  “...I...do not even deserve to be...” 
2. God does what He does by grace.  “...by the grace of God...” 
3. We are what we are by grace.  “But by the grace of God I am what I am...” 
4. His grace has affected every area of our lives and everyone we come in 

contact with.  “...his grace to me was not without effect...” 
5. His grace does not lessen our service; it enables it. “I worked harder than all of 

them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me." (Working through us!) 
 
 With that in mind, let’s focus on the 4th and 5th statements: 

II. Giving and sharing God’s grace with others. Stated again,  
 

A. Grace is not only something received, but it’s a model for us; it’s something that 
should dominate our life, our relationships and our service—2 Cor. 3:5-6; 12:7-10. 

 

B. Unlike our Lord, we may prefer to give people what we think they deserve, rather 
than going beyond and giving what’s UNDESERVED, e.g., Romans 12:17-21.   

  • Some Christians may also demand moral makeovers and require a person to 
clean up their act before they will help them. 

  • Some legalistic Christians also ask others to live by certain rules before they 
will accept them.  

  • Are we rule-oriented as individuals or as a church?  What merit badges must 
others earn  to be accepted into our circle of unconditional love?  (LAFB?) 

 
C. So let’s all please understand, we need to apply GRACE afresh to all relationships 

both inside and outside the church.   
• Let’s ask ourselves:  “Is there room to fail or freedom to fall on our faces”? 
• Remember, it’s in STUMBLING that we learn to walk safely, e.g., babies. 
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In summary:  GRACE must be extended to others or we’ll produce: 1) believers 
with stunted growth; 2) those who can’t think for themselves; 3) and those who 
are forced to live under the tyranny of another’s expectations and demands - not 
the Scripture!  Yes, sin must be dealt with and repentance/forgiveness received 
from God, and sadly, sometimes logical consequences must be experienced, but 
there must always be an awareness of the need to LEARN to walk, too—Lk. 15:20. 

 
III. Modeling Grace.  Let's see GRACE enfleshed (lived out) in a person’s life. 
 

A. One of the greatest examples of grace is the kindness David showed to 
Mephibosheth after his grandfather, King Saul and father, Jonathan were killed in 
battle and David became King. 

 
1. Background:  It was not uncommon for deposed monarchs & their families to 

be exterminated when a new king came on the scene, so the family of Saul 
fled. (See 2 Sam. 4:4.)  They didn’t know David very well! Much later, in 2 Sam. 
9, we find Mephibosheth is now a disabled adult, but still in hiding. 
• One day, while reflecting on God’s blessing, David remembers Jonathan. 
• He also recalls a vow they made to each other many years before—1 Sam. 

20:12-17. 
• That memory prompts him to ask if anyone is alive in Saul’s family—2 Sam. 

9:1-4.  He’s told Mephibosheth is in Lo Debar (means “no pasture,” a barren 
wasteland.) 

 
2. Lo Debar was the last place that Mephibosheth ever thought he would hear 

from the king, but David’s royal summons showed up—2 Sam. 9:5-6. 
• Don’t miss the emotion of this moment; would he ever get up from that 

floor alive? 
• But the words Mephibosheth hears are not ones of judgment, but of mercy 

—v.  7. 
 

B. The result of this grace is a wonderful picture of grace for us today—vv. 8-13. 
Initially, Mephibosheth recoils from the generosity of the king, thinking himself too 
worthless to receive such favor, but David lifts Jonathan’s son from his low 
position and seats him at the royal table.   
(Remember, there’s always room at the King’s table - the table of grace.) 
   

Conclusion:  The king took Mephibosheth from a wasteland and seated him at the royal 
banquet table in the palace.  (Again, what a great picture of GRACE David exhibited.) 

 
A. Likewise, God has done the same for many of us.  He rescued us from our own 

personal Lo Debar and seated us in a place of spiritual nourishment. 
 

B. The emphasis is on what God has done. (“Grace, grace, God’s grace…”) 
• If you’re not at the table, we encourage you to receive the invitation and come. 
• For those of us already at the table, can I ask you to rejoice in the grace that 

brought us here?  Can we also invite others to the table, too? 
 

Prayer:  “Oh Jesus, let this table of grace stretch into Your kingdom.  May we be 
privileged as Your emissaries and children to invite many more to this table...for 
Your glory”!!  
 


