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…with Josiah and the Lost Bible 
2 Kings 22-23; 2 Chronicles 34-35 

Bob Stone 
 

A CASE STUDY 
 

A. The Bible has the POWER TO CHANGE cultures, values and people—Psalm 119:25,28. 
Applying the Bible can build a nation/a person into one that reflects Jesus, cares for 
the needy and exhibits sound financial, social and cultural wisdom.           
 

B. To illustrate, let’s look at an Old Testament case study of a young king.  It appears 
the only copy of the Law was lost.  I want us to observe the repercussions for not 
reading the Word, and the result when the Word was found—2 Chron. 33:21-23.  

 
1. What was so unusual about King Josiah? 

 
a. He was orphaned due to the violent death of his father—2 Chron. 33:24-25. 
b. He became King of Israel at 8 years old—2 Chron. 34:1. 
c. At this very early age he went against the example of his father and grand-

father. v. 2—“He did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and walked in 
the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.” 

 
2. So, what enabled Josiah to be different from his father who was very evil? 

 
a. He was able to mimic and follow in the footsteps of the most famous and 

godly of all of Israel’s kings - King David.  In other words, Josiah lived off the 
reputation and spiritual legacy of his predecessor, King David, i.e., the oral 
tradition about him. He chose a different way from his father.  
 
Application: By the way, this is one of our best hopes as a nation, that we’ll 
live off the spiritual legacy of previous godly/spiritual generations. Their 
deposit is still in our culture, although it’s quickly waning. 
 

b. He may also have been influenced for good: His mother, Jedidah—2 Kings 
22:1; Hilkiah, the high priest—2 Chron. 34:9; Jeremiah and Zephaniah were 
ministering at this time too.   

 
3. Now, what was Josiah able to do, even as a young king? 

 
a. He repented from the sin of idolatry and destroyed the idols—vv. 3-7. 
 

Review 
1) AT 8 YEARS OLD he followed “...the ways of...David”—v. 2. 

 
2) AT AGE 16 he began to “...seek the God of his father, David”—v. 3a. 

Application: Parents, our children follow OUR application of Scripture at 
first, and if we lead them, they’ll follow us to God and eventually seek Him. 
 

3) AT AGE 20 he purged Judah/Jerusalem of idols/cast images—vv. 3b-7. 
WOW! That’s quite an impressive list for a young man 16-20 years old. 
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b. Josiah set out to rebuild or restore the temple buildings, too—vv. 8-13. 
What was the result of this act of faithfulness and obedience? vv. 14-18 
• At last the missing element was found…the Scriptures! 
• From this moment on Josiah and all Israel could add to their mimicry and 

influence from others THE WISDOM OF SCRIPTURE. 
• Application: Some of us think we’re getting along pretty well without 

the Word; we’re accomplishing some amazing things because of the 
models we’ve seen and the influence others have had on our lives. Thank 
God for good influences, books, mentors, parents, etc.!! 

 
Key Questions 

1) But what are we missing out on because we’re NOT living in the book? 
 

2) What would our children and associates see in us if the Word were a part 
of our everyday lives? (How much further would they go in the future?) 
 

3) What difference will it make if our church is directed by the study and 
application of the Word both individually and collectively? 
 

4) How is all of our life being influenced, directed, inspired, corrected, and 
LIFTED by God’s Word?  Some of us have a regular prayer life, and often 
talk to God about our needs, but when was the LAST TIME we picked up 
our Bible and really began to study it seriously?  
 

5) What do you think would be the result?  We will only know on the other 
side of our diligent study how much more enriching, inspiring and correct 
our decisions, activities, and lives will be.  When the LOST WORD IS 
FOUND AGAIN, amazing things will transpire!!  

 
For example, notice Josiah’s amazing experience: 

4. What did Josiah do after the Word was found in the temple? 2 Chron. 34-35 
a. Josiah went so much further with the Word than without.  
b. If we read 2 Chronicles 34-35 we can see an amazing list of changes. 

 
5. What do you think? Does reading and obeying the Word make a difference?  

What is yet to be done on the other side of our diligent study and humble and 
willing obedience to the Word?  Can you imagine what it might be?  

 
Conclusion: Here’s the test, the quiz:  Where is our Bible?   

 
A. Is it lost to us?  Is it buried under the rubble of our life?  By faith, let’s look into the 

future and ask ourselves, “What might happen if we made the Bible our constant 
companion and meditation”? 
 

B. Do you hear and see the worship experiences; the repentance and restoration of 
believers and unbelievers; the setting things in order in people’s lives; the serving 
that would take place; the buildings that could help us expand our ministry all over 
the world; the prayers of dedication and recommitment that would be made; the 
relationships that would be restored; the missionaries and Christian workers who 
would be sent across the street and around the world if we would SIMPLY FIND, 
READ, AND OBEY THE WORD?  


