
 
On a Journey:  Peaks and Valleys of Bible Characters 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com | Pastor Bob Stone 

…with Joshua and Israel 
Choosing Faithful Service  

Joshua 24 
Bob Stone 

Listening Guide 
 
Introduction:  It’s peacetime, but is the war over?  The land has been secured and now 
General Joshua is about to die at 110 years old. He gathers all the people of Israel, which 
includes the troops and leaders of the nation. He asks them to choose to serve the Lord.   
 
I. Reviewing the Troops (he reviews both their interior lives and their war history)—

Joshua 24:1-13.  Notice the order of the review.     
 
 A. Restate the past wins (the journey, the campaigns they have fought and won by 

God’s grace and help)—vv. 12-13.  
 
B. Remember often who won. Why is this so important?   

 
C. Re-up their (our) commitments/our enlistment.  vv. 14-15:   

“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your 
ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  
(It’s what he wants them to choose.)  15] But if serving the Lord seems undesirable 
to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 

 
He gives 4 commitments to sign up for, as well as some negative options, too. 

1. Fear the Lord.  v. 14a—“Now fear the Lord…” What does it mean?  “To have 
God’s attitude toward sin, and to have a deep and healthy respect for His 
character and holiness”—Joy Dawson. 
 

2. Serve faithfully.  v. 14b—“...serve him with all faithfulness.”  (Not erratic service, 
but faithful and consistent service—Matt. 25:21.)  
 

3. Toss out ALL idols.  v. 14c-15a—“Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped 
beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt…” 
a. Idols of family - sins, weaknesses and propensities—v. 14c.   
b. Idols may seem normal to our culture, but can stand between us and God, 

e.g., finances, sins, relationships, recreation, hobbies, belief systems, 
addictions, even overtly good things—1 John 5:21!  
Notice this:  It’s so important to realize, if we choose NOT to follow the 
Lord, we’re choosing to follow other small “g” gods—v. 15a; 1 Tim. 4:1.  
 

4. Serve as a family—v. 15b; Rev. 3:16—“… But as for me and my household, we 
will serve the Lord.”  It’s continuous action! 
a. What do these choices imply?  The power and influence of the family.  
b. What do they imply for parents?  If the family is going to serve: 

• Parents must REALLY (overtly) serve as a continual example. 
• Parents have children who REALLY serve, not just receive things. 
• The consequences if we don’t serve are far-reaching.  Let’s continually 

intercede for our family and not settle for less than v. 15b. 
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Notice the response of the people to Joshua’s call for commitment. 
II. The Resolve/the Response of the families, the troops/the team—vv. 16-18.  

Summary:  Wow!  Sounds great!  That’s all we need, right?  Not so fast!   

III. The Rebuttal—vv. 19-20.  What just happened?  What does Joshua know about these 
people?  He questions their commitment.  Is it lip service, or a heart commitment? 

 After that rebuke and a challenge, the people respond.  We see: 
IV. The Reaffirmation of the Commitment of troops/team—v. 21.        
 

A. They (we) acknowledge our commitment publicly again—v. 22.  
B. They (we) will serve the Lord—v. 23 (“serve” 13 times in this section). 
C. They (we) will throw away the foreign idols/gods we have kept from our travels—

v. 23. 
D. They (we) will yield our hearts and obedience to Him—vv. 23-24.     
E. They (we) will/should acknowledge our commitment in writing—vv. 25-26. 

An inanimate object was the final witness to their commitment. 
F. They acknowledge a stone as a witness to this covenant and to the consequences 

if we are untrue to God—vv. 26b-27. 
 
Conclusion:  Joshua’s challenge and last speech gives us a moment to reexamine 
ourselves, too.  How are we doing?  How is our faith today?  How are we as families 
doing?  If we hear Joshua’s speech as well as the Holy Spirit speaking to our hearts, it 
will be easy to hear what we’re being called to do. 
 
A. Restate past wins and remember who really won—vv. 12-13.                                  

Using Joshua 24:12-13 as a model, let’s make a list of our wars, victories, 
achievements and how the Lord helped us.  We should make it a concise description.  
Then, let’s spend a few minutes thanking God for what He has done for us.   
 
From a time of praise and thanksgiving, let’s further commit and continue to:         

B. Serve faithfully—v. 14b.  With a healthy fear/respect for God in our hearts, what 
areas of serving would we like to find out about this week?  What kinds of service 
can we give ourselves to in the church, the family, or in any other area of our lives?  
How can we bolster or add to our time/commitment in serving others? 
 

C. Toss out ALL idols—v. 14c.  Our idols take on different forms.  What do we need to 
toss out based on the following description - “Idols are any practice, activity, person, 
event, or thing we put before God.”  It’s an idol if we give more time, attention, or 
love to it than we do to the Lord.  Today idols are often classy, but they’re equally as 
deadly and distracting!   Also, let’s prayerfully examine our life to see if there is any 
family sins, weaknesses and propensities that need to be tossed.  That may include 
some prayer, counsel, confession and assistance, but from this point on, we choose 
to put aside every weight or sin that easily entangles us or our family.  Renounce it 
and turn from it in Jesus’ name/strength.  
 

D. Serve as a family. v. 15b—“But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  
This implies parents and children really (overtly) serve.  Where does your family or 
its members serve and not receive things?  Let’s discuss it as a family to find ways to 
serve in the church gathered or scattered.  Let’s do this together. 
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Application #1  
We’re Choosing to Faithfully Serve—Joshua 24 

 
 

Application Questions for small group or personal application 
  
  
A. From the following passages, make up your own definition as to what it means to 

fear the Lord—Psalm 33:8-11; 128:1; Job 1:1; Deut. 10:12. 
 
Now compare it with the following definitions of the fear of the Lord:  
It means a reverential awe of God; a complete submission to His ruler ship and 
control; to reject all other gods and to serve the only true God with all our heart and 
soul; to recognize Him as Creator and to know that His plans stand firm forever; to 
have God's attitude toward sin; and to have a deep and healthy respect for His 
character and holiness. 
 
 

B. Describe the place you currently serve or would love to serve at if given the 
opportunity.  Describe how the following verse impacts your future service: “…if we 
are faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things”—Matt. 25:21.  

 

C. As we reflect on our own family system or parents, what excuses do people give for 
their behavior that is a reflection of how they were raised?    

 
For example, “Our family just loves their sports (football, basketball, soccer). It has 
priority over church and most all other priorities.”  Or, “We all have a temper and 
that’s just the way it is.”  Does our family behavior need to change?  What Scriptures 
will help? 

 
D. What are some of the dangers if a family isn’t vigilant at finding ways and means to 

express their faith and service? 
 
E. How does this statistic impact your view of the home and its responsibility?  “40-

50% of students leave the faith after graduation, and 80% of the same number 
intend to keep their faith in college but fail to do so.”  

 
F. What’s your renewed resolve as an individual, a family, or a small group regarding 

serving the Lord?  How will you respond when you fail?    
 
G. Which of the following summary commitments do you identify with?  How 

specifically will you, or have you applied them to your life? 
 

1. First, we must be willing to quit straddling the fence.   
 

2. Second, we must be willing to exert influence on other people instead of being 
pushed around by them or the enemy of our souls.   
 

3. Third, we must not make a decision for Christ lightly.   
 

4. Fourth, we must be willing to go public with our faith. 
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Application #2  
 
 
A. First, we must be willing to quit straddling the fence.   

A summary of our response might be: “Jesus, I don’t understand it all, but I believe  
in You and want to follow You fully.  I trust You with my life.  I’m going to quit 
straddling the fence, being indecisive and inconsistent in my life and/or my faith.  
Today I choose to follow YOU wholeheartedly.” 
 

B. Second, we must be willing to exert influence on other people instead of being 
pushed around by them or the enemy of our souls.                                                         
A summary of our response might be:  “I choose not to be a silent witness, or be 
pushed and bullied by those who have a religious or secular view of life.  I will stand 
for God’s truth, but I will do so in a gentle and persuasive manner”—1 Peter 3:15.  
 

C. Third, we must not make a decision for Christ lightly.   
A summary response:  “I choose to willingly pay the cost of following Jesus.  I will 
persevere no matter what others may say or do.  Whatever cross I have to bear or 
price I have to pay, I willingly follow my Lord.” 
 

D. Fourth, we must be willing to go public with our faith. 
A Summary response:  “Jesus, take over.  Please run my life and help me learn to 
listen to You.  From this moment on, I trust You with all my heart.  I will follow You, 
whatever that means as the years unfold.  I commit all of my life (all I do and say) to 
You.  It’s a matter of life and death!  I make this promise in the presence of God and 
all who are gathered here today.” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


