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 A Flourishing Vision  
Joseph’s (Our) Journey 

Amos 3:12; Genesis 37-41 
Bob Stone 

 
Listening Guide 

How visions/dreams flourish in real life 
 

Introduction:  How is the ongoing vision for our lives and for SCC formed and completed?  
Summary:  Vision is foresight with insight based on hindsight. 
Our Vision/Purpose Circle at SCC is based on a balance of Acts 2:41-47 (see circle). 

	
What’s the Typical Process for a Flourishing Vision and Future? 

•	 Dreams often begin with a big need, e.g., lack of ministry, pain, seeming failure or 
disappointment; and there are usually few resources to match the need. 

• If a dream is from God, it’s always far bigger than we are! 
• Also, whatever help is available often seems unrealistic, unimpressive (maybe even 

unsightly or comical) at first glance, e.g., disciples, us—Amos 3:1-12.                                    
12] This is what the Lord says:  “As a shepherd rescues from the lion’s mouth only two 
leg bones or a piece of an ear, so will the Israelites living in Samaria be rescued…” 

	
A summary from Amos 3:12 

•	 The shepherd saw something he could save, even though most would have paid no 
attention to it, or seen the remains as redeemable/valuable. 

• It doesn’t matter with our Shepherd, because as long as we have an ear (even part of 
one) and a leg to stand on, God is about resurrection, raising people and their dreams 
from dire, even impossible circumstances.  (No matter what the enemy has done.)  

• Who does this apply to?  How do we apply it to our life and church?  
	

Joseph and Us 
• Joseph had a dream and he was rebuked and hated for it by his family—37:5-11. 
• The story of Joseph is a perfect illustration of the power of a dream.  Joseph persisted 

for many years through all kinds of difficulties. 
• For a long time his dream seemed to have died, or he got it wrong.   
• He went through all sorts of events, but God kept his dream alive and He resuscitated 

it in due time.   What looked like a death were really birth pangs.  
• In the end, Joseph’s original dream was completely fulfilled—Genesis 37-41ff.) 
 

I. The Journey to Joseph’s Flourishing Vision  
            (A summary from Joseph’s life and our visions/dreams in five stages) 
	

A. Sketch, but not specifics—Genesis 37:1-22.  Joseph received somewhat of a sketch, but 
not all the details.  The colors, shades, texture, and characters came later.  Likewise, not 
all the details are initially seen in our dreams and visions.     
 

B. Servanthood/Stripped but saved—Genesis 37:23-36.  He was stripped of his coat and 
sold into slavery; he was saved, but the dream seemed dead.  Often our dreams will 
seem to die, too, but God will resurrect/restart them in due time.  
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C. Sacrifice, but success—Genesis 39-40:19.  Joseph was successful, even though he 
sacrificed and suffered greatly as a slave and a prisoner.  Had God forgotten him? No!  
His spiritual insight/connections developed in prison.  It’s similar in our jobs, living 
conditions, relationships, families, health, etc.  We can find success and use God’s gifts 
wherever we find ourselves, e.g., FLOURISH where we’re planted.  It may be in those 
normal, even humble surroundings that God is connecting us to our next/biggest steps. 
 

D. Stalled, but not stuck—Genesis 41:1a.  Two years passed before anything changed.  
Don’t be surprised when dreams are stalled!  What do we do while waiting?  Again, 
continue to be faithful in small things, and God will add to it!  God will also grow our 
character and insight.  God will restart the dream/vision in due time—Hab. 3:2.  

	
Stalled, but not Stuck Application 

 
If we wait until every question is answered before we move forward in our dreams/ 
vision, we may never do anything.  If we give up in the trials, we’ll miss the completion 
of our dreams.  Answers and insight often come while we’re on the journey of faith. 
While we’re waiting, our dream(s) need to be continually saturated in prayer and 
informed by the Word.  We also need to be surrounded by friends who will encourage; 
and wherever we find ourselves, even if it’s less than our dream, we need to be faithful.  
Let’s use our gifts and service for God’s glory, even if the opportunities may seem 
small—Matt. 25:21,23; Luke 19:17.   
• The vision may seem to be stalled, but we’re still moving forward in other ways.   
• The dreamer is being prepared to fulfill the dream.   
• God is growing our character and insight—Romans 5:3-4.  
 

E. Stretched, but strengthened—Genesis 41:1a.  Again, while we’re waiting, God’s still 
preparing us and testing us.  For example, here are some of the tests Joseph 
experienced that strengthened him.  They are representative of our tests too. 
• Integrity test—39:2-6 (In this test, he did not take advantage of privilege.) 
• Success test—39:2-6a, 20b-23 (Success can be the biggest test of all!) 
• Purity test—39:6b-20a (Will he stay pure in his success?  Yes!) 
• Gift test—40:8-22 (He’s faithful in using his gifts, even in small ways.) 
• Glory test—41:15-16 (He gives glory to God for the gift he has.) 
• Humility Test—41:33-43 (He humbly lives below his dream/potential as he waits.) 
Summary:  There is always a gap between a dream and its fulfillment. The tests prepare 
and strengthen us for what’s ahead/the fulfillment of the dream/vision.  

 
Summary Observations:  We can’t fulfill our own vision; that’s God’s work.  We commit 
ourselves to Him and respond appropriately to opportunities, crises, failures, and 
disappointments He sets before us.  We must walk in obedience, keeping our eyes on 
Him, with appropriate spiritual disciplines as a foundation for our life.  The result is that 
He develops us, and our dreams/visions are brought about in His good and perfect 
time—Hab. 2:3.  Sometimes we have the privilege of participating in the completion of 
God’s dream and plan.  Other times we prepare the ground, plant the seed, and 
someone else waters and harvests the crop.  But in every case, it’s not about us; it’s 
about His glory.  Let’s not give up on God’s dream for us!  

	
Key Application:  “I don’t have all the details (a complete picture of my future vision), 
but here is one thing I am asking God to help me do/be this year.” (Fill out yellow card)  


