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Finding and doing 
god’S will

how do we read the SignS oF god’S will?

introduCtion

In this outline, we want to clear up some of the fog that often surrounds the subject of God’s will.  
Where do we begin?  Let’s start with some foundational stones/steps that come from Rom. 12:1-2. 

FOUNDATIONAL STONES/STEPS
A. Salvation.  God’s will begins with an understanding and application of the mercy and grace   
 of God to our individual lives.  Rom. 1:1-12:1—“Therefore...in view of God’s mercy...” 

B. Dedication.  Dedication of our body and mind is the next step.  Rom. 12:1-2—“...offer your   
 bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God, which is your spiritual worship... 2] Do not 
 conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

C. Transformation.  This step involves a positive and negative command—“Do not conform   
 any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind”
 —Rom. 12:2a.  Believers have two options:  1.  To be conformed, or  2.  to be transformed.    
 The choice is ours, but it’s only as transformed people that we can maximize the next step.
 
D. Action and Joyful Surrender.  “THEN you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 
 is...”—Rom. 12:2b.  God’s will is known by the foundational steps/stones of salvation, 
 dedication and transformation, and it’s approved through our active testing and joyful surrender.  
 1. Our action:  view, offer, worship, renew, approve, serve, and especially, test—12:1-3.
 2. Our surrender:  to be living sacrifices; to be worship—12:1.

 With that foundation in place, how do we specifically TEST and APPROVE God’s will?
I. The Plan of God is Active.  It’s very active—Romans 12:2.   A good question is:  How do
 we TEST and APPROVE what God’s will is?
   
 A. The Seven Action Tests.  These aren’t necessarily in order of importance, because   
  they’re all very helpful tests.
  
  1. Prayer (fasting)—Matt. 6:10.  There must be active and sincere prayer if we’re ever   
   going to fully know God’s will for our lives.  That includes ALL KINDS OF PRAYER.
     a. Pray the Lord’s Prayer—Matt. 6:9-14. 

   b. Pray for the right attitude and motivation—Prov. 15:26; 1 Cor. 4:5.

     c.   Pray for wisdom—James 1:5-8.  

   d.   Pray for strength and persistence—Eph. 6:10-20.

   e. Pray for an extended period of time--Mark 1:35-38.  

   f.   Pray for direction—Psalm 143:10; Rom. 15:30-32.
    Note:  Prayer with fasting focuses our attention—Matt. 6:16-18 
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  2. Search the Scriptures.  A good portion of God’s will is already stated in His Word,   
   e.g., 1 Thess. 4:1-7; 5:16-18; Psalm 119:105.  

   Our task is to stay in the Book on a regular basis.  

  3. Do what’s already commanded.  Be obedient to what we already know is God’s   
   will.  That’s good preparation for our involvement in the new adventures God has   
   for us!  (Example:  Do we need to pray about this verse, 2 Cor. 6:14-18?)

  4. Counsel/Discipleship with godly men or women.  Prov. 15:22,31-32; 16:23-24; 
   1 Thess. 5:21-22; Titus 2:1-2,6-8; 2 Tim. 2:15,23-26; Acts 17:11; 1 Cor. 10:6-13.

  5. Begin serving.  We often need to put feet to our prayers by being a servant to those   
   around us.  Besides the character and heart that’s being developed through service,   
   “God also  directs a moving servant,” e.g., Ruth; Prov. 15:19; Acts 6:1-8; 8:4-13;   
   1 Peter 4:10-11.
    
  6. Watch for open doors and closed doors. 
 
   a. Open doors—1 Cor. 16:9; Rev. 3:7-8
    1) Is there a caution to be observed with open doors?  Yes!  Need and 
     opportunity are not necessarily God’s will. 

     2) What determines if an open door is God’s will?  (See S.T.E.P.S. Survey.) 
     a)  Prayers—Mark 1:35 
     b) Priorities—Mark 1:36-39
      c) Scripture—Matt. 4:8-10; 2 Tim. 3:14-17 
     d) STEPS Survey.  We take a personal survey to determine our:
      • Spiritual Gifts—Rom. 12:3-8; 1 Pet. 4:11-12
      • Testing/Trials (translated into ministry)—Prov. 19:25; 2 Cor. 1:3      
      • Experiences that shaped us—2 Cor. 9:13; Phil. 2:22; 1 Tim. 3:13
      • Passion in Ministry—Phil. 3:10-15a; Rom. 10:2; 2 Cor. 8:22; 1 Cor. 9:19-27
      • Serving/doing good—Eph. 2:10. (Begin now—Luke 10:25-37; Gal. 6:9)         

    3) Does this mean then, there won’t be opposition or suffering if we’re in the 
     center of God’s will?  No!—1 Cor. 16:9b; 1 Peter 3:13-17; 4:12-18; 4:19.

     b. Closed doors
    1) A closed door is often an indication that God has something else for us to
      do—Acts 16:6-7.         
    
    2) A door can be closed by Satan, too—1 Thess. 2:17-18.

   c. Promise concerning spiritual doors—Rev. 3:7-8.
    v. 7c—“...What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open...I   
    have placed before you an open door that no one can shut.”
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     Four Possibilities for Closed Doors
    • Substitution/partnership.  We may have to enable someone else—1 Thess. 3:1-9.   
     (Someone to go in our place, e.g., we partner with another by sending them.)
 
    • Creative alternatives.  Paul gets locked up in prison, so he continues to 
     minister through creative means: He sends letters, he shares Christ with the   
     guards, he sends others in his place—Phil. 1:12-13. 

    • Prayer—1 Thess. 3:11-13; Col. 4:2-4; Phil. 1:7-11.  Prayer goes through
      closed doors more effectively, efficiently and economically.

    • Wait/suffer.  A closed door can have the sign “wait” on it—2  Cor. 1:23-2:4,
     12-13; 7:5-7; Phil. 1:8,12-19,29-30; Rom. 5:3; 1 Pet. 3:8-22; 4:12-19.  
   
  7. Listen to the inner witness of the Spirit.  How do we listen?
    We need to:
   a. Listen to our godly desires/ministry passion—Psalm 37:4. 
 
   b. Listen to our Shepherd’s/the Spirit’s voice—John 10:2-4; Acts 10:19; 11:12;   
    15:28; 21:11. 
    Caution:  Eph. 1:17 (we need wisdom and revelation).

   c. Listen to God’s heart for the unreached—Acts 8:29ff; Matt. 9:35-38.

  In addition to or alongside the 7 tests, here are four more helpful guidelines:
 B.	 The	Safeguard	of	Confirmation 
 
  1. Let’s not rush ahead with only one or two tests completed.

  2.  We’ll be kept safe from presumption and the effects of bad pizza if we’re patient and   
   wait for a clear direction.

 C.	 The	Sanctified	Preference	Guide.   If our minds have been sanctified and our hearts 
  purified, then we can choose the course of action we desire!  In other words, if we are             
  consistently walking with God and praying for His wisdom/direction; if we are making a   
  good attempt to use the seven tests, we don’t need to agonize over all the details of our   
  lives.  We can choose the course of action that we desire to do!   
  Principle:  Most decisions we make within the boundaries of the commands of God are   
  acceptable to Him.  That’s so freeing!!
   Principle:  The will of God is not so much a small dot as it is a circle, with many 
  possibilities to choose from.  We may have more than one fine opportunity; let’s not be 
  anxious, but choose the one we want.

 D. The Spiritual Expedience Guide  
  1. As we’re choosing what we like, let that choice be guided by this guideline:  what is   
   the best way to get the job done?  In other words...       
  2. Let’s use our head—1 Thess. 3:1-2; Phil. 2:25-26; 1 Cor. 16:3-4; Acts 6:2; 15:28-29!
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 E. The Sign of Increasing Burden and Intensity—Acts 20:16,22
 
  1. Often when we’re doing the will of God, or moving into the will of God, our burden   
   will increase in intensity as we go along—Acts 20:22; Matt. 4:1.

    2. On the other hand, if our burden begins to wane, it may be an indication our original
   vision or purpose needs to be adjusted, or was initially focused in the wrong direction.

 With these tests in mind, there’s another side we must consider:
II. The plan of God calls for joyful surrender, too.  

  As we are doing the action that seems appropriate and best... 
 A. We must be ready to joyfully surrender to His sovereign adjustment—James 4:13-17.   
  God may lead us in a different direction from our choice/plans.  Why?

  1. He knows more than we do and He sees into the future.  (Remember Rom. 12:1-2.)

  2. With our best testing efforts, we may still miss God’s best:
   a. We may have the right plan but the wrong time.

   b. We may have the wrong plan and the right time.

   c.   We may have the wrong plan and the wrong time.

 B. We should make plans by means of the seven tests, but we should keep in mind these
  Scriptures—James 4:13-16; 1 Cor. 4:19; 16:7; Luke 22:42; Rom. 15:22-33; Acts 16:6-10;   
  20:22-23; Psalm 37:5; Prov. 16:3-4a,9; John 10:1-6.
  • If God adjusts our way, He’ll make it obvious to us—John 10:1-6.
  • If God doesn’t adjust our path but allows us to go through suffering, then refinement and
   character development may be His highest intention for us—1 Pet. 1:3-9; 3:13-17; 4:12-19.
  • If God doesn’t answer our prayer like we want Him to, He may be showing us that His   
   will will be made perfect in our weakness—2 Cor. 12:9b-10.
 
 C. We must know, God always does what’s best—Rom. 8:32; Phil. 1:3-6.

ConCluSion:  Therefore, what is God’s will?  The will of God is active and joyful surrender.  If 
we keep both of these ends of the spectrum in mind, I believe we’ll come very close to determining 
God’s will for us.  Remember, He longs for us to know His will, so let’s cooperate with the process 
by praying, searching the Scriptures, doing what’s already commanded, getting counsel, serving, 
watching for open doors, and listening to the witness of the Spirit.  As we walk in all that, however, 
let’s keep in mind that God is allowing us to share in the process, so let’s look for confirmation.  As 
our burden increases in intensity, let’s choose that which will best get the job done for Him.  

At the same time, let’s keep our ears and hearts open to God’s sovereign direction. Be willing to let 
Him direct us as He sees fit.  We can trust Him to always do in us and through us what is best.


