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Finding the Eye of the Storm  
—Part 2 

Acts 27:27-28:14 
Bob Stone 

             LISTENING GUIDE 
INTRODUCTION:  In the continuation of our ill-fated voyage, we learn more lessons from 
the “hurricane like” circumstances created by someone else—Acts 27-28. When our lives 
seem to be shipwrecked because of the actions of others, God will help us find the eye 
(the island) in the storm.  This eye (island) is a place of provision, healing and rescue, 
even while our problems are swirling all around us. 
 

I. FACING THE NIGHT—Acts 27:27-38 
 
A. What is revealed in the dark night of storms we bring on ourselves? 

 
1. Our SHIPWRECK FEARS ARE CONTINUOUS (fear of failure).  v. 29a—“...Fearing 

that we would be dashed against the rocks...” (Fear stifles faith/incapacitates) 
Question: How does our fear of failure, our anxiety, or worry affect our success? 

2. Our SHORT-TERM SOLUTIONS ARE LACKING.  v. 29b—“... they dropped four 
anchors from the stern...” (Our short-term solutions only offer temporary relief.) 

3. Our SHORTSIGHTED PRAYERS ARE IMMATURE.  v. 29c—“Fearing that we 
would be dashed against the rocks they dropped four anchors from the stern 
and prayed for daylight.”  (Shouldn’t they have prayed for more than daylight?) 

4. Our SCENARIOS FOR ESCAPE ARE DANGEROUS.  v. 30a—“In an attempt to 
escape…the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea.” (Obsession with escape?) 

5. Our SELFISH ACTIONS (ESCAPES) ARE OFTEN DECEPTIVE.  v. 30b—“In an 
attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea, 
pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the bow.” (Honesty?)  
 

B. How do we manage (respond to) the storms we DIDN’T cause?  Notice the… 
 

1. GENTLE INSTRUCTION.  v. 31—“...Unless these men stay with the ship, you 
cannot be saved.”  The Result—v. 32; 27:10,21-26. 
• Don’t be discouraged by the time it takes to win the right to be heard. 
• Goal:  2 Tim. 2:25-26.  We can’t change hearts, but God and His truth can. 
 

2. COMPASSIONATE ACTIONS AND ENCOURAGEMENT.  vv. 33-34,36—“...you 
have been in constant suspense and have gone without food...Now I urge you to 
take some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single hair…”          
(Paul doesn’t throw them under the bus, even though they’re experiencing the 
logical consequences of their actions. “They were encouraged...”—v. 36a.) 
 

3. THANKSGIVING, e.g., (focus on the positive). Paul gave thanks to God in the 
storm.  vv. 35-36—“After he said this, he took some bread and gave thanks to 
God in front of them all.  Then he broke it and began to eat.” 
• Again, Paul modeled spiritual activity in a secular setting—v. 35. 
• They ate food with thanksgiving, too—vv. 36-38. 
• Application: Are we embarrassed to acknowledge our provisions are from 

God and give Him thanks…even publicly? What does thanksgiving do?  
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II. FACING THE LIGHT—Acts 27:39-28:14.  How will God help us? 
 

A. What will God use to protect and provide for us in a storm we didn’t create? 
 

1. His Sovereign DIRECTION: The wind blew the boat to a sandy beach—vv. 39-40. 
Observation:  There was going to be a shipwreck, but the impact was lessened. 
 

2. Our Sandbar ADJUSTMENTS:  They hit a sandbar on the way to a beach—v. 41. 
Application:  When we think the trial is about over and just before the ultimate 
solution, sometimes we’re surprised by some terrible circumstances.  How 
should we respond? 
 

3. His Safety PROVISION:  vv. 42-44—“...everyone reached land in safety...” 
a. We can count on God’s provision.  (People were provided to look after the 

wellbeing of Paul and his shipmates.) 
b. We can count on God’s ability/strength to make it, e.g., to swim or hold on. 
c. We can count on His promises to be fulfilled—Acts 27:9-10,21-26,34,44. 
d. We can count on God’s kindness to be ultimately revealed—28:2; Rom. 2:4; 

Jer. 9:24; Acts 14:17; Eph. 2:7; Titus 3:4.  But also, remember: 
e. We can count on some difficulties on the way to our destination—27:42; 28:3. 

Application:  Often after an answer to prayer, Satan will seek to surprise us 
with a “biting” problem, or someone who dislikes us/hates us.  
Questions to ask:  How should we respond?  Are we going to shake this off, 
or let it destroy us? How can we serve those around us, even though we 
want to/need to be served too? (See 28:2; 1 Pet. 4:19; 3:16.) Who’s watching? 

 
B. How will God use tests and trials (those in the dark or are fully in the light)? 

1. In general, God will use our difficulty to open doors of opportunity—28:1-10. 
Observation: Paul had already experienced opportunities to witness to the men 
on the sailing ship.  Now there is a new mission field/people watching his life. 
 

2. God will use our trials to help adjust other people’s belief systems - their “folk” 
religion—vv. 4-6.  Folk religion (believers have it too): a. Bad things happen to 
bad people—vv. 4-6a; b. Good things happen to good people—vv. 6b. 
• Question:  Have any of us ever said, “God, why is this happening to me or         

to my family; we are serving You; we have not been disobeying You. This 
doesn’t make sense; it isn’t fair.” 

• Application:  John 16:33; James 1:12; I Peter 4:12-14. 
 

3. God will use our healing to bring healing to other people’s lives—vv. 6-9. 
Principle: Out of great healing comes great ministry.  God will use our tests to 
supply the means to get us where we ultimately need to be to fulfill our 
ultimate destiny—vv. 10-14.  “They honored us in many ways and when we were 
ready to sail, they furnished us with the supplies we needed”—Acts 28:10. 

 
Application Questions: How do you believe the present trial/past trials have helped to 
shape you so you will be able to impact others people’s lives for good? What has been 
the biggest lesson you have learned from your present or past trials?  Give some 
examples of how God protected and provided for you in a storm you did not create?  
Summary:  When we’re committed to doing God’s will in our life, let’s trust Him to get us 
where we need to be, even though there may be detours and storms on our journey.  
Let’s trust Him for His provision, healing and rescue - the eye, the island in the storm! 


