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The Great Put On 
Colossians 3:12-17 

Listening Guide 
Bob Stone 

 
Getting All Dressed Up and Somewhere Great to Go 

Introduction:  In our last study in Colossians 3:3-11, we were reminded it’s essential as 
followers of Jesus that we PUT OFF the clothes of our old life, and PUT ON the clothes 
of our new life in Christ.  If we don’t keep this process ongoing, our stagnation will lead 
to unfulfilled longings, to boredom, to “the common cold of the soul.” Gregg Levoy  
 
Colossians 3:3-11.  To prevent this…  
 1:24 

REVIEW 
I. WE PUT OFF the old self (the old clothes) with its practices: sexual immorality (sex 

outside marriage), impurity (whatever incites or accompanies), lust (to fix desire upon), 
evil desires (destructive desires), greed (which is idolatry).  Also, the relational sins of:  
anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying.  Why?  Paul gave us a number of 
reasons—vv—v. 3,6,7. 
 
However, we don’t just take off the old, that’s legalism and very destructive to life… 
 

II. WE PUT ON THE NEW SELF/THE CLOTHES OF CHRIST—vv. 9b-10,12.  “…you have 
taken off your old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator…Therefore, as God’s chosen people, 
holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with...”  Summary:  Hey, we’re new—2 Cor. 5:17! 

 
A. We begin by recognizing three truths about ourselves (our identity precedes our 

actions and attitudes).  Unless we KNOW who we are, we won’t ACT as we should. 
• We are CHOSEN people—Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:29 
• We are HOLY people—1 Cor. 6:19-20 (Set apart to reflect…?) 
• We are DEARLY LOVED people—John 3:16.  What’s the impact of these 3 truths? 
 

B. Then we make a daily choice to put on the following characteristics/new clothes.  
We take off the GRAVE clothes of our old life and we put on the GRACE clothes. 
1. Compassion: We choose to feel deeply about the needs of others (like Jesus)—

Matt. 9:35-36. We’re moved deep inside/gripped with compassion.  If we don’t…? 
2. Kindness: We choose to put others’ needs above our own and show it by our 

actions…to take initiative, even (secret) acts of kindness—2 Tim. 2:24.  Examples: 
3. Humility: We choose to think more of others and think most favorably about 

God—1 Peter 5:5-7; Luke 9:46-48; Phil. 2:1ff; Rom. 12:3-8.  Humility with leaders, 
each other, but not thinking poorly of ourselves…as a child standing before Jesus.  

4. Gentleness: We choose not to be weak, but to have our strength under control—
Matt. 5:5; Gal. 6:1; 2 Tim. 2:25 (a soothing wind, healing medicine, a colt broken). 

5. Patience: We choose to be long-tempered and not driven to cynicism, despair, 
insults, bitterness, wrath, or hurry sickness—Eph. 4:26-27,31. The result of these 5? 
In addition, we add to our spiritual clothing by… 

6. Bearing with others: (hold up/hold back).  We choose to put up with the “extra 
grace required” people and respond to them as Christ would—Gal. 6:1.  Any 
implications?  Options: peaceful protests, escape, courts, especially prayer, etc.—
Acts 9:23-25; 25:5-12; 2 Sam. 15:13-14; Phil. 1:12-14; Col. 4:2-6. 
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7. Forgiving sins/grievances.  Forgiveness is also essential clothing.  It means: 

• We don’t bring up the matter if we’ve forgiven; we’re not hysterical/historical. 
• We don’t gossip about it to other people.  (Don’t share problems or solutions.) 
 

8. We make an overall commitment to put on LOVE—3:14.  Love holds all the 
qualities/virtues together and in place, e.g., belt/overcoat—1 Cor. 13:4-8; 1 Pet. 4:8. 

 
Colossians 3:15.  “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body 
you were called to peace. And be thankful.”  This creates atmosphere for new self to thrive. 
 

III . WE’RE RULED BY THE PEACE OF CHRIST. 
 
A. Understanding what a word means helps us to know how to put it into practice.   

• To rule (v. 15) is an athletic term, which means to UMPIRE. 
• The UMPIRE is the one who has THE FINAL SAY. 
• The application questions are numerous. 

 
B. There are three essentials/reasons for peace TO RULE: 

1. We are MEMBERS OF ONE BODY.  (We’re not isolated; we’re joined together.) 
2. We are CALLED TO PEACE AS MEMBERS.  (Are we going to answer the call?) 
3. We HAVE MUCH TO BE THANKFUL FOR.  (Thanksgiving sets the atmosphere.) 

Corrie Ten Boom and L.I.C.E.  LORD IN CONTROL EVERYWHERE (Eternally). 
 
Colossians 3:16.  The next item that exemplifies a person PUTTING ON Christ is: 
 

IV. WE’RE INDWELT WITH THE WORD OF CHRIST.  “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly...”  We're indwelt with God’s Word.  God’s Word is to dwell in us richly: Hearing, 
studying, reading, memorizing/meditating, applying, praying/worshiping with Word. 

A. God’s Word dwells in us richly, as we (and so we) can: 
• TEACH others.  (If we teach others, it enables the Word to dwell even deeper.) 
• ADMONISH others.  (If we admonish others, it enables it to dwell even deeper.) 
 

B. When God’s Word dwells in us (is at home in us), this passage tells us three things: 
1. We have something worth SAYING. 
2. We have something worth SINGING. 
3. We’re also having a significant impact on others around us while we worship. 

 
Colossians 3:17.  Here’s the ultimate goal:  17] And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

V. WE DO EVERYTHING IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS.  Whatever we DO, do it in 
the name of Christ.  Whatever we SAY, say it in the name of Christ. What’s in a name? 
A name was an indicator of 3 specifics about a person:  their purpose, power, promise. 
• So “...in the name of the Lord Jesus” means we’re seeing/doing everything in the 

light of God’s purpose, power and promises. 
• In other words, this verse is saying to God, “In everything I do, I want it to be worship 

to You, Lord; to glorify YOU and give my thanks to YOU.” 
 
Conclusion:  Take off each negative characteristic and put on a positive one—vv. 12-17. 
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Application Questions/Projects 
 
What are you and I going to do about applying this passage?  Here are some ideas; 
some places to start.   
 
Start with a personal reflection: 

1. Prayerfully go through the sins you might need to put off:  sexual immorality (sex 
outside marriage), impurity (whatever incites or accompanies), lust (to fix desire upon), 
evil desires (destructive desires), greed (which is idolatry).  Also, the relational sins of:  
anger, rage, malice, slander, filthy language, and lying.  Are you struggling in any of 
these areas?   

2. Next, review who you are as a follower of Jesus from Colossians 1-3:  Risen, seated, 
chosen, holy, dearly loved, rescued, redeemed, forgiven, reconciled, hidden with Christ 
in God, appear with Jesus, Christ is all and in all, chosen, holy, dearly loved.  What an 
awesome identity we have in the Lord!  Spend time thanking the Lord for what He has 
done for you and who you are in Him. 

3. Finally, choose each day to put on the new self, the characteristics that reflect who 
we are in Christ.  Which of the following will you put on today and/or replaces those 
items you have taken off?  Compassion (to feel deeply about others); kindness (put 
others’ needs above our own); humility (to think more of others and most favorably 
about God, but not think poorly about ourselves); gentleness (not weak, but having 
strength under control); patience (being long-tempered); bearing with others (hold 
up/hold back with Extra Grace Required people and to respond like Jesus did); 
forgiving sins/grievances (not hysterical or historical—we don’t gossip to others); 
LOVE (over all the above put on love, it covers them all and sums them up!)  How will 
you remember this list so there can be a daily occurrence of putting off and on?   
 
Write down… 

4. The name of one or more people you think you should show God’s love to:  
_______________________________________________________________________. 
• It may be somebody in your own family. 
• It doesn’t have to be somebody you’ve been angry with. 
• It may be somebody who’s really been irritating you lately, though. 
• Who is one person(s) you think you should show the love of Christ to? 
• Ask God for compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience, and especially, 

love. 
 

Write down… 
5. One decision where you need the peace of Christ to rule. _______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________.                          
 
This may be where you say, “I don’t want to make this decision out of anxiety or fear. I 
want to make this decision based on the peace of Christ in my life.” 
 
Write down… 

6. One believer/nonbeliever you can share the Word of Christ with. _________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________. 
 
• For a lot of us it might be one of our kids or close friends.  We may also need to find 

a way to share the Word with them on a regular basis. 
• Or it might be someone in our small group, or a friend at work/neighbor, etc. 
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Write down… 

7. One place where you’ll begin acting in the name of Christ. _______________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________.                   
 
Specifically, that’s acting according to HIS PURPOSE, HIS POWER and HIS PROMISE. 
• What’s one place (obviously we need to do this everywhere, but what’s one place) 

that comes to mind where we say, “I haven’t been acting in the name of Christ in this 
particular spot” (HIS PURPOSE, HIS POWER and HIS PROMISE). 
 

• Maybe it’s a work relationship. 
 

• It may be the way we spend our day off, our evenings, or vacation. 
 

• It may be the way things have been happening in our home lately. 
 

• It may be an attitude that you have in a certain class in school. 
 
Summary:  What’s one place that God brings to mind where we think, “That’s where I need 
to start acting in the name of Christ.” 

• The great good news about all of this is, we don’t do it alone. 
• Remember, God’s at work to complete all these things in us. 
• We aren’t being asked to try harder for God; it’s trusting God more. 
• We’re to trust Him to allow these things to start happening in our lives. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


