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Week 8: A Miraculous Escape // Acts 12 
Pastor Steve Forrey 

 
 
 
 

There are three major events that happen in Acts 12:  
• The murder of James 

 
• The deliverance of Peter 

 
• The death of Herod  

 
 

Let’s read Acts 12:1-4 
 

 
Background 

 
• The Setting 

 
• The Villain – Herod Agrippa I 

 
• The Martyr – James 

 
 

The Great Escape – Observations  
 
(v.5) - So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to 
God for him.  
 
The church is evidently not too disturbed when James is taken captive.  
 
(v. 6) - Notice Peter’s trust in God.  
 
 
(vv. 8-10) - What an amazing supernatural deliverance!  
 
 
(vv.11-17) - I appreciate the human reaction to Peter’s escape.   

 
 

(vv. 18-23) - Herod’s incredible cruelty and death.  
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Application 
 
Secondary Application: 
Peter’s situation in the prison looked hopeless. We all have prisons that look 
hopeless: doubt, fear, disbelief, greed, lust, anger, jealousy, power, etc. Some 
of these are so powerful that they keep us from living the abundant life that 
Jesus talked about. 
 
Primary Application: 
Why was James killed and Peter delivered? I believe the answer is found in 
Verse 5, the key to the whole chapter, “So Peter was kept in prison, but the 
church was earnestly praying to God for him.” 
 
In his wisdom, God has designed that his people participate in what he does 
through prayer.  
God will hear our prayers and set people free, when he would not have done 
so otherwise. 

• (James 4:2) "You have not because you ask not."  
• King Hezekiah’s amazing story. (2 Kings 20:1-11; Isa. 38:4-6) 

 
Our Call to Earnest Prayer: 

 
1. As you trust him; you will commune with him.  

 
(Colossians 4:2) “Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful.” 

 
2. Prayer is the most natural and normal response of a heart that is 

dependent upon God.  
 
(Philippians 4:6–7) “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 
3. Prayer becomes a mighty, powerful thrust on the part of the people of 

God, to change events.  
 
(Ephesians 6:18) “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the saints.” 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

• The Dunkirk Story  
 

• Our Prayer Strategy 


