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AHA 5— SPIRITUAL CELEBRATIONS 
Luke 15:22-31 
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Introduction:  As we study the parable of the Prodigal son, we view three distinct 
responses. In this study we will focus the spotlight on the older son and the Father.  Let’s 
ask as a church and as individuals, are we most like the prodigal son, the hypocritical 
older brother, or are we like the running, forgiving and compassionate father?   

 
I. A FEW GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.  

 
A. First, observe the initial refusal of the older son:  “The older brother became 

angry and refused to go in.”  He thinks he knows best as to who should be forgiven. 
 

B. Second, observe the father's response:  “So his father went out and pleaded with 
him”—v. 28.  Twice the father takes the initiative to go and meet both his boys.  

 
C. Third, observe the older son's reaction to his father.  vv. 29-30—“…he answered 

his father, ‘Look!”  What are some possible reasons for this attitude and action? 
 

1. He feels slighted for not getting what he thinks he deserves—vv. 29b, 31.  
2. The older brother’s response also shows little or no respect for his father.   

“But he answered his father, ‘Look!”  It’s a very disrespectful response.  
3. The older son is so angry he has, in effect, disowned his brother.                

30a]  “But when this son of YOURS...” (Translation:  “Listen, the church exists 
exclusively for faithful believers.  Why should we talk so much about reaching 
those outside the church…how about us”?)  

 
How do we correct that attitude and take steps to a wonderful celebration? 

II.   THE STEPS TOWARD CORRECTION AND CELEBRATION (exemplified by the father). 
 

 A. First, let’s look at a mirror and see if we have a reason for correction.  
  1. Anger (negative feelings, suspicion) over the achievements, successes, 

spiritual blessings, forgiveness of others.  28a—“The older brother became 
angry and refused to go in.”  (We’re angry/upset when others are blessed.) 

 
  2. Refusal to talk and work out conflicts, e.g., no communication. “...and refused 

to go in...”—v. 28b; Rom. 12:18.  (Looking for inequities, slights, needs not met.)  
 
3.  Disrespect toward God and those in spiritual authority, or parents.  v. 28b 
 

  4. Ignorance of true sonship.  v. 29b—“...All these years I've been slaving for you 
and never disobeyed your orders...  30] But when this son of yours...’”   

 
  5. Judgmental attitude, i.e., we judge others harshly and ourselves not hard 

enough; what’s fair is a big deal—vv. 29c-30.  
 

  6. There is no love or celebration for the lost being found, i.e., we think mostly 
about our needs and our happiness—vv. 29-30.   (There’s no heart for the lost!)  
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  What can we do if we see this older brother spirit in us or, how to prevent it?  
 B. Second, we need to develop a heart for the lost—Acts 4:20.  How?  We can: 

 
1. Catch the passion for the lost from others, e.g., the father.  For the older 

brother, all he had to do was to match the attitude and passion for the lost 
that his father had—vv. 22-24,32; Acts 4:20.   

 
2. Open our spiritual eyes and look beyond the outward appearance of others.  

Example:  The woman at the well—John 4:6ff. 
 

3. Do a “place transplant” and put ourselves in their position.  Imagine facing 
the challenges of the past year without Jesus. What kind of life would we 
have lived?  What and who might we have missed?  Think about that!   

 
4. Check out the map and see the destination of the lost.  We should study 

where Jesus says the lost are going—Luke 16:19-31.  He doesn’t want anyone 
to go there, but He doesn’t force anyone to follow him—2 Peter 3:9.   

 
5. Pray for “divine appointments”—Acts 8:26ff.  God will set these up.  

 
6. Ask wise questions and listen carefully—Luke 13:18; John 18:34. 

 
7. Ask God to help us be a “Seeker Safe” person—Luke 19:10; 7:38, e.g., Jesus 

with Zacchaeus.   
   

 C. Third, we need to be a spiritual party animal and wildly celebrate the faith of 
others.  vv. 31-32—“…we had to celebrate and be glad…” 

 
1. Celebrate relationships with our spiritual family—vv. 31-32.  

 
2. Celebrate resources in Christ.  v. 31—“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always 

with me, and everything I have is yours.’’’  Do we really believe that?  Eph. 1:3 
 

3. Celebrate repentance and new life - when the lost are found—vv. 7,10,32; 
7:47.  DO WE remember our repentance and forgiveness?  DO WE know that 
all heaven rejoiced when WE repented?  Luke 15:7,10  

 
4. Celebrate the believer who didn’t wander, but stayed home and was a 

servant to their heavenly Father—Luke 15:29.  When we see that faithfulness, 
we should CELEBRATE, e.g., water baptized or becoming a Christ follower. 

 
III. A Specific Plan for Celebration.   

A. First, God is calling us to begin a season of celebration that will go on all 
summer long, up to the celebration of our 75th anniversary as a church.  
 

B.  Second, how about faithful believers’ celebrations? I’m so thankful it’s not the 
M.O. of this church to have the “older brother spirit.” Ideas: 1. Parents, have a 
thank you party for your child’s walk with God; 2. Celebrate a friend who has 
been an encouragement to you; 3. Thank mentors with letters, a gift, etc.  

 
C. Third, how about “lost but found” celebrations, too?  For those coming to/back 

to the Lord, we should celebrate with a party, food, dessert, etc. 
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For Small Groups and Individuals 
A Fresh Look at Spiritual Celebrations 

 
A. Why don’t we seem to celebrate faithfulness, and are more likely to be excited 

about a person coming to Christ from a very sinful life? 
 
B. How does it affect our view of evangelism when we see that Jesus had tax 

collectors and “sinners” gathering around to hear Him and to eat with Him? 
 
C. Why do we often concentrate on the younger prodigal brother and pay little or no 

attention to the actions and attitude of the older brother? 
 
D. How might God the Father meet us and plead with us about our response to those 

who are lost and/or who are coming to faith?  Would He ask us to have more 
compassion?  Would He be disappointed that we are more concerned about 
ourselves than the lost?  Would He expose our selfish attitudes?  Would He just look 
at us?  If so, what would His look create in us? 

 
E. Which of the following mirrors/reflections do we see most often in the American 

church?  Why?  Are there any of them that we are personally prone to reflect in our 
life?  Why is that? 
1. Anger (negative feelings, suspicion) over the achievements, successes, 

spiritual blessings, forgiveness of others.  28a]  “The older brother became 
angry and refused to go in.” 

2. Refusal to talk and work out conflict, i.e., no communication.  “...and refused to 
go in...”—v. 28b. 

3. Disrespect toward God and those in spiritual authority, or parents.  v. 28b—       
“So his father went out and pleaded with him.  29] But he answered his father, 
“Look!” 

4. Ignorance of true sonship.  v. 29b—“But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these 
years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders... 30] But when 
this son of yours...’”  

5. Judgmental attitude, i.e., judging others harshly and ourselves not hard enough.  
v. 29c—“Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 
friends.  30] But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 
prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’”  

6. No love or celebration for the lost being found, i.e., we only think about our 
needs and our happiness—vv. 29-30.  There is little or no heart for the lost! 

 
F. When it comes to developing a heart for the lost, which of the ones mentioned in 

our study have been the most helpful, and why? 
 

1. Catching the passion for the lost from others—Luke 15:22-24,32; Acts 4:20. 
2. Opening spiritual eyes and looking beyond the outward appearance of others—

John 4:6ff.  
3. Doing a “place transplant” and putting ourselves in a lost person’s position. 
4. Checking out the map and seeing the destination of the lost—Luke 16:19-31. 
5. Praying for “divine appointments”—Acts 8:26ff. 
6. Asking wise questions and listening carefully—Mark 10:51; Luke 13:18; John 18:34. 
7. Asking God to help us be a “Seeker Safe” person—Luke 19:10; 7:38. 
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G. The suggestion was in order to develop a heart for the lost, we ought to write or 
imagine the answers to the following exercise.   
Exercise:  We should try writing our story as if we were not a follower of Jesus and 
He had not helped us in our life up to now. What kind of life would we have lived?  
What and who might we have missed?  In general terms, what would our life’s story 
have been like without Christ?   How does that imagined story affect our 
compassion for those who don’t know Jesus? 

 
H. If we were to celebrate the life of someone who has had a major influence on our 

spiritual life, who would that be and why?  How many of us have told that person 
of our appreciation for their influence and example?  Have we done it lately?   

 
I . When it comes to your ability to celebrate, which of the reasons mentioned are 

you doing reasonably well at and which of those listed do you need to grow in? 
  

1. Celebrating your relationships with your spiritual family.   v. 31—“‘My son,’ the 
father said... 32]  ...we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of 
yours...” 
 

2. Celebrating your resources in Christ.  v. 31—“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are 
always with me, and everything I have is yours.’’’ 

 
3. Celebrating repentance and new life - when the lost are found! v. 32—“But we 

had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.” 

 
4. Celebrating with the believer who did not wander, but stayed home and was a 

servant to their heavenly Father.  Luke 15:29—“All these years I’ve been slaving 
for you and never disobeyed your orders, yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”   

 
J. If you were to celebrate the life of someone who has had a major influence on 

your spiritual life, who would that be and why?  Have you ever told that person of 
your appreciation for their influence and example?  Have you done it lately?  How 
would you celebrate their faithfulness if you had the time, money and opportunity?  
How might you celebrate with them now?   

 
K. Beyond the ones who have influenced your life, do you have anyone else in your 

family or a close friend that you think might need or deserve a spiritual 
encouragement or celebration for their faithfulness?  (They haven’t wandered from 
the faith, but they have remained true to Christ even though siblings and/or friends 
may have wandered far from God.)   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


