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AHA 2—THE  DISTANT  COUNTRY 
Luke 15:11-13 

Bob Stone 
 
 

Introduction:  Aha happens most often when our life collides with God’s grace and there is 
an undeniable change. As we saw in our first lesson, it occurs when there is a sudden 
Awakening, brutal Honesty, and immediate Action.  Our world is full of Aha stories.  
 
 As a further introduction to Aha, let’s see how we experience them. 

A. When Aha experiences happen, they usually come from one of two extremes. 
 

1. First, we may have a very positive awakening when all of a sudden we see life or 
ourselves from a different or more complete view. We may not even be in a dark 
place; just an uninformed, curious, or seeking mode; then the light bulb goes on:  
Aha (from a student, a researcher, an inventor, or reading Scripture).  As a result, 
we are motivated to change or act differently and immediately. 
 

2. A second category of stories comes out of some very dark, disappointing, 
discouraging, degrading, or even deplorable experiences.  (Most of these are of 
our own making.) Aha stories of this second category usually start out pretty 
rough. These negative AHAs also happen when we have left the Father’s house. 
We’ve told God that we don’t want to live under His roof anymore. 

 
B. When we look at the pattern of this second category of AHAs, we discover that 

leaving the Father’s house is not initially a sad thing.  At first it seems fun, 
enjoyable, a release, even hilarious.  A season of unrestrained living can leave us 
wanting more - with a quest for more pleasure.   
• Contrast—Heb. 11:24. Moses stayed home rather than enjoy seasonal sin pleasures. 
• Parable of Prodigal Son—Luke 15:11-13.  (We’re not sure why he left; we guessed.) 
• Common element in all Aha stories of this second kind:  the Distant Country.  

 
I. The characteristics of the Distant Country of Aha Experiences. 

 
A. First of all, the distant country isn’t always our original desire or destination when 

we start out. 
 

1. Where is the distant country? (“A far away place,” distant from father’s house.)  
2. How do WE end up in a distant place?  (Maybe we’re distracted, but most often 

we start off with a simple request to do things on our own for a while; or blow off 
a little steam, or pursue a new relationship, or “I just want to do something new.”  

3. What’s our first impression of the distant country?  (It’s fun; we don’t have to 
answer to anyone; we make our own decisions; we don’t have to feel guilty (at 
least not a lot of guilt); we’re in charge.  It isn’t always our original desire or the 
destination we thought, but we love it…most of the time (FOR A WHILE)!  

 
B. Second, the Distant Country will leave us broke.  v. 13—“…he…set off for a distant 

country and there squandered his wealth in wild living.” 
 



 
AHA | The Moment When Everything Changes 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com  Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com  

1. We don’t have any details about squandered wealth or wild living, but we can 
probably fill in the missing pieces of the puzzle. This son would probably be 
around 18.  (Imagine an 18 year old getting a pretty large chunk of money and 
living by himself for the first time.)  “Wild living” is defined as, “The manner of life 
by which someone destroys himself…a wild undisciplined life.”  

 
Application 

2. The unfortunate truth is that many of us have found ourselves in the distant 
country too. We may NOT have meant to end up there, or intended to stay, or to 
take up permanent residence, but that’s exactly what happened. We may have 
lost more than money: our reputations, our family, trust, our job, credibility, our 
thinking, health, innocence, or maybe devalued our sexuality. The distant country 
that seemed so fun, so free, so exciting at first is now a desolate wasteland. 

 
C. The Distant Country piles on the heat/hurt and often leaves us alone—15:14-16.  

 
1. Once the money is all gone, something worse usually happens and a famine of 

sorts adds to the hurt (it’s dry, stark and lonely – no good friends). We’ve burned 
some bridges with people and we’ve become so much of an island that no one is 
around to help.  Maybe our new fling is over, or our climb up the corporate 
ladder has left us with no friends…our life begins to hurt badly. 

2. The distant country will always leave us broke, usually alone (no good friends), 
and little or no resources.  

 
D. The Distant Country will hurt our family and friends, e.g., father, mother, brother. 

When we leave to do our thing, we leave a ripple effect of pain.  Our actions affect 
people in ways that we may or may not see…more than we ever imagined. 
 

E. The Distant Country will destroy us spiritually if we don’t go home.  v. 16—             
“He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything.”  (See Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 10:6,11; 1 Timothy 1:19, etc.) 

 
II. Let’s talk about how God has not given up:  He still has an Aha waiting for all of us if 

we end up in a distant country. 
 

A. But just when it seems like we’re at the end of our rope, God has something to say:  
 

B. Because here’s the thing, God is really good at writing Aha stories—Acts 7-9; 2 
Chronicles 34.  God is really good at taking a rough beginning and telling a beautiful 
story.  It’s in that moment in the distant country, when it seems like the story is over, 
that God sees a beginning and tries to get our attention. 

 
C. My prayer for all of us is that we let God wake us up from our sleep in that distant 

country, that we let God show us the NEW story He wants to tell.  
 
D. Every story has a beginning, but no other story ends like God’s does.  I don’t know 

how God might try to get our attention.  He might yell and wake us up, even if we’re 
not really listening. But if we want to live the Aha story that God wants to write, it’s 
going to take leaving the distant country and going back home.  It’s seeing where 
we are, seeing who we’ve hurt, seeing who or what we have allowed to be the king 
of our lives, and letting God take it from there.  Aha is ahead if we want it!  


