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Forgiving Your Neighbor 
Matthew 18:21-35 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 
 
 

I. DTR: Define the Relationship 
a. Hurt results when someone has broken trust with us. 
b. Covenants were created to encourage and protect relationships. 

i. OT Covenant: Agreement between God and humanity. 
ii. NT Covenant: Jesus defined the relationship to restore our relationship 

with God (Luke 22:20). 
c. Significant relationships have covenants: 

i. Relationships (marriage), financial covenants (mortgage, investments, 
property), neighborhood covenants (apartment, condo, HOA), church 
covenants (membership), spiritual – between God and humanity… 

ii. Covenants provide a path for restoration. 
iii. When my covenant relationships are off, everything is off. 

d. Forgiveness is built on a covenant understanding: 
i. Someone has broken the covenant – resulting in the need for forgiveness.  

ii. “Unintentional hurts” (unmet expectations) may result from an ignored, 
undefined, or missing covenant. 

II. Forgiveness is a part of EVERY relationship. 
a. Why? Because we need forgiveness. 

i. Forgiveness is a common word throughout the Bible. 
ii. Jesus included forgiveness in His lesson on prayer (Matthew 6:9-13).  

b. Jesus linked God’s forgiveness of us with our forgiveness of others (Matt. 18:35). 
c. Word Study: Transgression (paratoma – Gk.) 

i. To understand the word “transgression,” we need to go to the Old 
Testament usage (pasha).  

ii. In biblical Hebrew, you don’t pasha (transgress) “against” someone, you 
pasha “with” someone. You break trust with them.1 

iii. Transgressions “violate the universal trust that exists between all humans 
that are made in the image of God.”2  

d. What is God saying? 
i. God has made a way of forgiveness for everyone (Romans 5:8, Psalm 139). 

ii. The challenge – receiving it! Hands full of offense are unable to receive 
forgiveness. 

e. Forgiveness’ role is healing and restoration.  
i. We are transformed. 

 
1 https://thebibleproject.com/videos/pesha-transgression/ 
2 Ibid. 



 2 

ii. Our relationships are healed.  
iii. An unchanged heart is revealed in how we treat our neighbor/each other. 

III. How do we forgive? 
a. Often: “seventy times seven.” 

i. Seven times? Seven is an old Testament number that signifies 
“complete.”3 

ii. Seventy times seven – endless. 
iii. This is the “upside down” nature to Jesus’ Kingdom. Honor by serving, 

forgive vs. revenge, gain by giving, love your enemies vs. hate… 
iv. Jesus came to serve. Following Jesus requires that we become a servant. 

b. “Loving your enemy” does not require visiting the “Land of Make-Believe.” 
i. We don’t “pretend” that everything is ok. 

ii. There are consequences for evil/unrepentant hearts. 
c. Jesus’ forgiveness is followed by an invitation to follow Him. 

i. Restoration is through Christ. 
ii. If my walk with God is out of sync, so is my walk with my neighbor. 

d. What about unintentional hurts? 
i. Jesus modeled this: “Father, forgive them for they know not what they 

do” (Luke 23:34). 
ii. Forgiveness invites an awareness of God: “Truly this was the Son of God” 

(Luke 23:47). 
 
 

Reflection Questions: 
• Are there relationships that need definition? 

• How do I struggle with forgiveness – giving/receiving? 

• Where do I need help in restoring a relationship? Is there an offense I need to release? 

• Discipleship Questions: What is God saying to me today? How will I respond? 
 
 

 
3 Blomberg, C. (1992). Matthew (Vol. 22, p. 281). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 


