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Who Is My Neighbor? 
Luke 10:25-29 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 
 
 

I. Who is my neighbor? 
a. Scribes’ Definition: In the Old Testament, “neighbor” meant fellow Jews. It did not 

include non-Israelites and Gentiles. 
i. We can easily fall into this trap of viewing our “neighbor” as those who are 

aligned with us (faith background, political leanings, news networks…). 
ii. It’s easy to live within an echo chamber and only love “our” neighbors. 

b. Jesus’ Definition: Everyone!  
i. Jesus corrected this view by using the parable of the Good Samaritan 

(Luke 10:25-29). 
ii. Samaritans were hated by Jews. Jesus deliberately chose a hated outsider 

as the hero…being a neighbor is not a matter of nationality or race.1 
iii. Mr. Rogers’ definition of neighbor: The person you happen to be with at 

the moment…every person is made in the image of God, and for that 
reason alone, he or she is to be valued—appreciated.”2 
 

II. Is it ok to share my faith? 
a. Sharing our faith is an essential practice of following Jesus. 
b. “The data show enormous ambivalence among Millennials, in particular, about 

the calling to share their faith with others.” David Kinnaman3 
i. Almost all practicing Christians believe that part of their faith means being 

a witness about Jesus and that the best thing that could ever happen to 
someone is for them to know Jesus (ranging from 95% to 97% among all 
generational groups). 

ii. 73% of Millennials feel equipped AND gifted to share their faith.4 
iii. Almost half of Millennials (47%) believe it is wrong to share one’s personal 

beliefs with someone of a different faith in hopes that they will one day 
share the same faith.  

c. Jesus walked looking for opportunity and sent the disciples out to do the same. 
i. Jesus “taught” in the synagogue, but He “walked” in the marketplace 

and public gathering areas. 

 
1 Stein, R. H. (1992). Luke (Vol. 24, pp. 317–318). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
2 Hollingsworth, Amy. The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers (p. 78). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition. 
3 https://www.barna.com/research/millennials-oppose-evangelism/ 
4 Ibid. 
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ii. Jesus intentionally positioned Himself with others in order to become 
“their neighbor,” to love them and invite them to “follow Him” (Mark 
16:15, Philemon 1:6, 1 Peter 3:15-16). 
 

III. How do I share my faith? 
a. Hurdles to sharing our Christian faith: stereotypes, viewed as unintelligent for 

“believing in fairytales,” disagreement is viewed as hate and lack of support, job 
security (fear that they will be penalized in their career)...  

b. Dualism: “Dualism leads some to think that if their work is to please Christ, it must 
be done overtly ‘Christian’ (artwork has crosses, works for a Christian 
organization) OR that their faith has no place in the workplace failing to grasp the 
importance of what is distinctive about the Christian worldview.5 

c. Integration is the key: “The integration of faith and work is the opposite of 
dualism…engaged with the cultural and vocational worlds.”6 
 

IV. Conversation with Tiffany Jones, a good neighbor 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Reflection Questions: 
• Who are my “neighbors”? How can I be a good neighbors with those who aren’t like me?  

• Where is God calling me to step outside of my comfort zone to be a good neighbor? 

• How can I grow in sharing my faith in Christ? 

• Discipleship Questions: What is God saying to me today? How will I respond? 

 
5 Keller, Timothy. Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God's Work (p. 197).  
6 Ibid.  


