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How to be a Good Neighbor 
Mark 12:30-31 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 
 

I. Slow Down 
a. Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood opens with a shot of a traffic light flashing in yellow caution 

mode. That message is the essence of every episode: it’s time to slow down.1 
b. Jesus responds to the question about the law by slowing them down. 

i. Religious leaders had made following God “complicated”: 613 laws. 
ii. The Jewish leaders were often hostile towards Jesus – trying to trap Him. 

iii. In this situation, “a scribe approaches Jesus on amicable terms.”2 
1. Scribes would commonly ask reputed teachers to summarize the law. 
2. “Twenty years before Jesus, Rabbi Hillel summarized the Torah in a 

negative version of the Golden Rule: "What you would not want done to 
you, do not do to your neighbor."3 

c. “Loving” requires “lingering.” We take our time with what/who we really love. 
i. Growth takes time. Allowing the process of time requires patience. Patience 

requires that we slow down. 
ii. “Mister Rogers knew that the same principle applies to a child’s emotional 

development, to a child’s soul. Hurriedness causes it to be hard and resistant. But 
taking time and going slow nurtures, or as he liked to say, “nourishes.”4 

iii. Each day: Slow down with Jesus listening to where you and where God is leading. 

II. Love God 
a. Being a “good neighbor” begins with loving God.  
b. “Loving God” precedes “loving our neighbor.” The order is intentional and instructional. 

i. God is not asking us to love our neighbors with a Phileō love: friendship love. This 
falls short and is not what we ultimately need. 

ii. The word here for love is Agape (God’s love): an unconditional, selfless love that 
expects nothing in return. This is God’s love towards us (John 3:16).  

c. The “Loving God” part of this passage is known as the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). 
i. The Shema (Heb. "to hear"), was recited morning and evening… as important to 

Judaism as is the Lord's Prayer or the Apostles' Creed to Christianity.”5 
ii. The verses lay out how we love God – with everything. 

1. The word “All” prefaces each area of our lives. 
2. Heart: emotions, Soul: spirit, Mind: intellect and Strength: will. 

iii. We love God not simply with our whole heart, but from our heart. 

 
1 Hollingsworth, Amy. The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers (p. 1). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition. 
2 The Gospel according to Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC)) . Eerdmans Publishing Co - A.  
3 The Gospel according to Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC)) . Eerdmans Publishing Co - A.  
4 Hollingsworth, Amy. The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers (p. 2). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition. 
5 The Gospel according to Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC)) . Eerdmans Publishing Co - A.  
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d. I cannot give something that I don’t have. We reproduce who we are. 
i. Being a “good” neighbor requires the only one who is good – God (Luke 18:19). 

ii. We talk about what we love (Matthew 12:34, James 3:11-13). 
e. Loving God first transforms us: The first neighbor that God is out to transform is ME! 

III. Love your neighbor 
a. This is the evidence of a changed life. 

i. The scribes only asked for one commandment to summarize the law. Jesus went 
further; moving from knowledge, to application. Love is ACTIVE. 

ii. “Love FOR God releases the love OF God”6 
b. Loving our neighbor is EQUAL to loving God. 

i. In the Old Testament, “neighbor” meant Jews, not non-Israelites and Gentiles. 
ii. Jesus corrected this view by including EVERYONE (Good Samaritan Luke 10). 

iii. Jesus was the first to combine the 2 laws – loving God and loving your neighbor. 
1. “Loving God” is not fulfilled in ritual and sacrifice. It is only fulfilled in a 

complete love of God that includes loving your neighbors.  
2.  “Love FOR God releases the love OF God”7 

c. The Scribe acknowledged that the expression of “loving God” is more important that the 
ritual of loving God: burnt sacrifices (verse 32-33). 

i. Our sacrifices mean nothing unless there is this expression, the evidence of a life 
transformed by the love of God (1 Samuel 15:22). 

ii.  Jesus looked at Jerusalem, He wept (Luke 19:41). 
 
 

Reflection Questions: 
• Am I running past God? How am I doing at slowing down each day to hear from God? 

• Am I loving God first? Where do I do well, where do I struggle? 

• Do I know my neighbor? How am I doing at “loving my neighbor”? What steps can I take in loving 
God and my neighbor? 

• Discipleship Questions: What is God saying to me? How will I respond? 
 
 
 
 

 
6 The Gospel according to Mark (The Pillar New Testament Commentary (PNTC)) . Eerdmans Publishing Co - A. 
7 Ibid. 


