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I. Don’t Forget! We have memory problems 
a. Six times in the first eight verses Peter talks about remembering. 
b. Why do we forget? 

i. Pain affects memory: Exhaustion and pain can cause you to forget. Peter is 
awaiting his execution and the church is being persecuted. 

ii. Rebellion: rejecting God through “deliberately forgetting” verse 5. 
iii. This is where Satan attacks us: “Did God really say…” 

c. First rule when you are lost: Stop and remember. 
d. Peter points us to prophecy. 

i. Prophecy is the “reception and declaration of a word from the Lord 
through a direct prompting of the Holy Spirit.”1  

ii. Prophecy can have 2 purposes:  
1. Forthtell the present: prescriptive for today for edification, 

exhortation and comfort (1 Corinthians 14:3).  
2. Foretell the future: predictive telling something that will happen in 

the future. “What the prophets said long ago.” 
iii. CAUTION: The punishment for speaking falsely is death (Deut. 18:20). 

e. Having a good memory is important because “scoffers will come.” 
f. Being a scoffer requires that you “deliberately forget”: Origin and Judgement. 

i. Origin: Remember that God made everything. 
ii. Judgement: God holds us accountable. 

iii. This requires effort because God has revealed Himself (Romans 1:19-21). 
iv. Remembering the TRUTH of God is crucial in rejecting scoffers. 

 

II. Remember: Holiness  
a. Holiness has been a constant reminder throughout 1, 2 Peter. 
b. Gospel refresher: We are not just rescued, we are restored/transformed. 

i. It is our restoration/transformation that empowers us to live for God. 
ii. Holiness: I die so that Christ lives in me (Ephesians 4:17-24, Phil 1:21) 

iii. What about grace? Grace opens the door to transformation. 
c. The importance of Holiness: reflection of a disciple. 

i. Two Discipleship Questions: What did God say? What am going to do? 

                                                           
1 Hatchett, R. (2003). Prophecy, Prophets. In C. Brand, C. Draper, A. England, S. Bond, E. R. Clendenen, & T. C. Butler 
(Eds.), Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (p. 1333). 
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ii. Reflects a transformed life – this is the goal.  
iii. Reflection of listening to and obeying God: “take my yoke upon 

you…blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” 
d. Hearing God requires that I walk with God. 

i. Sin is the rejection of what God has told us to do. 
ii. When we sin, we are turning away from God and His voice.  

iii. This is why the first step is always repentance – repentance is turning 
towards God, listening to His voice.  It’s not just about the words we say, it 
is about the posture; how we position our lives towards God. 

 

III. Remember: God’s timing is based on PATIENCE 
a. God is not “ignoring us”, He is waiting for us! 
b. Two attributes of God: God is Timeless and Patient. 
c. Timeless: God created time, but He is not bound by it.  

i. God is eternal and created us for eternity, not time. 
ii. When we are “short sighted”, we focus on time instead of eternity. 

iii. Time is misleading: When we are in pain, time seems to be too slow. 
When we are “feeling good”, time seems to be going too fast. 

d.  “Patient” makrothymeō: refers to God’s patience exhibited through holding back 
His wrath in order for more to be saved.2 

i. God’s heart is for all to return to Him (verse 15).  
ii. Patience is required for our success. 

e. One of the most important things in backpacking is “pacing.” 
i. More than conditioning, pacing is what knocks people out. 

ii. God is your pace setter. Walk with God and you will get strong! 
 
 

Reflection Questions: 
• What is God trying to remind me of today? What do I need to be reminded of? 

• Am I forgetting due to pain or rebellion? 

• Do I struggle at hearing God? Where am I listening? Where am I ignoring God? 

• Discipleship Questions: What is God saying to me? How will I respond? 

 

                                                           
2 Swindoll, Charles R.. Insights on James, 1 & 2 Peter (p. 343).  


