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How to Identify False Teachers 

• They sound good, but watch out because their heresies will bring destruction. (v. 1) 

• They don’t rely on the sovereignty of Jesus. (v. 1) 

• They will bring a bad reputation on Christianity. (vs. 2) 

• They are out for themselves, greedy for their own gain. (vs. 3)  

• They are bold and arrogant, taking on authority that isn’t theirs. (vs. 10b-12) 

 

False Teachings 

• Tell us how to have control (denying the sovereignty of Jesus). (i.e. “do x,y,z, and a,b,c will 
happen”.) Many of us have a tendency to lean toward this type of teaching because it gives us a 
sense of control. (See 2 Timothy 4:3 & Galatians 1) 

• Focus on the material benefits of our faith 

o At least some of the teachers Peter is talking about seem to be pushing a sensual lifestyle 
(partying, etc.), promising peace and security, and scorning the idea of judgment. In 
recent years we have seen the health and wealth gospel.  (vs. 13-14) 

o This can lead us to ignoring key parts of God’s message, like judgement. Today this 
sometimes sounds like “God loves everyone and in the end, could a good God send 
anyone to hell?”. Peter answers this very clearly in verses 4-10a (paralleled in Jude). 
These verses seem to hold a couple of meanings, but one of them is that judgement is 
real. (See also Revelation 20:11-15) 

 

What Should We Do About False Teachers? 

• Identify 

• Avoid 

• Pray for God to reveal 

 



 

Tools For Not Getting Lost.  

• Know the character of God (Hebrews 13:8) 

• Pay attention to where you are (Philippians 4:6) 

• Keep your eye on the compass (listen to the voice of God – Acts 8:26-40) 

• Get in a group. (Exodus 17:8-16) 

 

 

Reflection Questions 

• Do you know the Bible well enough to know when something is off? 

• Do you have things that are keeping you from hearing God’s voice? 

• Are there areas where you are trying to do it alone? 

• Do you have people who know you and can point you to God? Do you talk to them regularly? 

 

 


