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I. FAITH: We NEED it! 
 

a. What is FAITH: Belief + Commitment 
i. Belief: God exists, He made us, loves us, and sent Jesus to save us.  

ii. Commitment: a decision to place our lives into the hands of Jesus. 
 

b. What FAITH does: Empowers us toward ACTION 
i. This FAITH is what enables us to follow after God – Hall of Faith (Hebrews 

11). Faith is credited for the actions of the greats in the Bible – Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Joseph, Moses, Rahab.  

ii. “How much more do I need to say? Their weakness was turned to strength. 
They became strong in battle...” (Hebrews 11:32) 

iii. This enables us to not be fooled. (2 Corinthians 5:7, Hebrews 11) 
 

c. Why God gave it to us: because He is Just AND fair. 
i. JUSTICE: Divinely righteous action…promotes equality among humanity.1 

ii. FAIRNESS: Prerequisite for wisdom (Prov. 2:9–10) …the prophets linked 
fairness with righteousness (Isa. 11:4; Ps. 98:9)2 

iii. God is the only source where you will find “justice and fairness!” God is 
the only one who is capable of being just and fair. 
 

II. God’s Promise: Restoration 
 

a. God’s Promise: Restoration of Identity (who we are) and Inheritance (Heaven) 
i. Who we are: children of God made in His image, the Imago Dei 

ii. Where we are: The coming of Jesus. This is what the “false teachers” deny. 
1. If you take away a future hope, you can bring present destruction.  
2. 1 Corinthians 15:19, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we 

are of all people most to be pitied.” 

                                                 
1 Garrett, J. K. (2016). Justice. In J. D. Barry, D. Bomar, D. R. Brown, R. Klippenstein, D. Mangum, C. Sinclair Wolcott, 
… W. Widder (Eds.), The Lexham Bible Dictionary. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press. 
2 Brand, C., Draper, C., England, A., Bond, S., Clendenen, E. R., & Butler, T. C. (Eds.). (2003). Fairness. In Holman 
Illustrated Bible Dictionary (p. 547). Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers. 



 2 

b. What is required for the PROMISES? RESPONSE 
i. Promises require participation. Biblically, promises serve as an invitation, a 

contractual relationship (marriage). 
ii. Godly living reveals our response to the Promises of God. 

iii. Effort is required—"make every effort to respond…” (vs. 5). 
 

c. What does Godly living look like? 
i. Peter lays out the qualities – moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, 

patient endurance, godliness, brotherly affection, and love for everyone. 
ii. Evidence of a changed life. Hikers have a look. 

 

III. Productivity: Evidence of a Godly Life 
a. PRODUCTIVITY is linked to the “qualities” that Peter is referring to – Godly living. 

b. Peter says two things about these qualities: they exist AND they are growing. 

c. When these qualities exist, we are effective AND fruitful followers of Christ. 

d. Without these qualities, we are ineffective and “shortsighted or blind” (v. 9). 

i. “Ineffective”: used of idle workers who are wasting their day in the 

marketplace instead of working (Matthew 20:3, 6; James 2:20). 3 

ii. Nearsighted: you can only see what is right in front of you.  

iii. Blind: you can’t see anything. We are at the mercy of whoever shows us. 

e. Our response – “…work hard to prove that you really are among those God has 

called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away.” 

 
 

Reflection Questions: 
• As it relates to faith, do I struggle with belief or commitment? 

• How have I responded to God’s promises? Is Godliness reflected in my life – my 
response? 

• Is my life set apart for God? Do I struggle with the thought of holiness? 

• Where am I “productive”? Are there areas that are ineffective – why? 

                                                 
3 Schreiner, T. R. (2003). 1, 2 Peter, Jude (Vol. 37, p. 302). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 


