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Introduction 

A. The destination we are preparing for: 

1. Jesus revealed (at his return) (1:5, 7, 13; 2:12; 4:13; 5:1, 4) 

2. Final judgement (1:17; 2:23; 4:5) 

B. Preparing for opposition—possible responses: 

1. Give in—compromise, lower standards, succumb to pressure 

2. Fight back—get angry, insult and shame back 

3. Gracious endurance while doing good 

C. Jesus’ example (2:21-24) 

I. Prepare for Battle… with the Mindset of Christ (4:1-6) 
“1 Therefore, since Christ has suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same 
insight…” 

A. By being done with sin (vv. 1-3) 
“…because he who has suffered in the flesh has finished with sin, 2 so as to live for the rest 
of the time in the flesh no longer for human desires but for the will of God. 3 For the time 
that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in unrestraint, lusts, 
drunkenness, sensual feasts, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.” 

B. By remembering final judgement (vv. 4-6) 
“4 In which they are surprised you are not running with them in the same flood of 
destructive living, they are slandering; 5 but they will give account to him who is readily 
able to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to 
those who are dead, that though judged according to men in the flesh, they might live 
according to God in the Spirit.” 

II. Prepare for Jesus’ Return… with Sensible and Sober Action (4:7-11) 
“7 The end of all things has drawn near. Therefore, be sensible and sober…” 

• The “end” of this age was marked by the first coming of the Messiah and will ultimately 
be complete at his return. 



 

• “Be sensible and sober” is the guiding command (imperative) of this section. What 
follows are the actions to be taken in a sensible and sober fashion. 

A. In prayer (v. 7) 
“…for prayers;” 

B. In committed love (v. 8) 
“8 above all, for having earnest love for one another, because ‘love covers a multitude of 
sins.’” 

C. In ungrudging hospitality (v. 9) 
“9 Being hospitable toward one another without grumbling;” 

D. In good stewardship of your God-given gifts1 (vv. 10-11) 
“10 just as each person has received a gift, serving others with it as good stewards of the 
varied grace of God.” 

• Parable of the Minas (Luke 19:11-27) 

1. Speaking 
“11 If anyone speaks—as oracles of God;” 

• When operating in the gifting of preaching, teaching, encouraging, prophesying, 
or leading, only speak what God would have you speak. Treat that ministry with 
reverence and holy dependence. 

2. Serving 
“If anyone serves—as from the strength that God supplies,” 

• Serving food, caring for the grounds, charitable acts, caregiving, building, cooking, 
or giving are not just things to get done in our own strength. They must also be 
treated with reverence and holy dependence. 

 
 “…so that in everything God will be glorified through Jesus Christ, to him be the glory and 
the power into the ages of the ages, amen.” 

 
Response Questions 

• How do I respond when I feel attacked for my faith or when I think Christians are being 
attacked in general—do I give in, get angry, or graciously endure? How could I better 
“arm myself” with Christ’s attitude and mindset? 

• What part of Peter’s picture of sensible and sober action do I need to work on (e.g. 
prayer, committed love for the church, hospitality, using my God-given gifts for the 
benefit of others, relying on God to operate in my gifts)? 

• How am I going to take my preparation for the Christian life more seriously? Are there 
things I need to stop doing? Things I need to start doing? 

                                                      
1 See also the list of gifts in Romans 12:6-8 



 

• How will I use my gifts to serve others? How will I ensure that I am relying on God’s 
strength? 


