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I. The Struggle is Real   
 
A. Paul defends his ministry against the “super apostles” (2 Cor. 10)  
B. He lists all he has endured for the sake of Christ (2 Cor. 11:24-28)  

1. Lashings, beatings, stonings, shipwrecks, danger around every corner, sleepless nights, 
hunger, thirst, and exposure to the elements. 

2. The daily pressure of his anxiety for the churches (v. 28) 
a. The burden of his heart 
b. A felt duty to instruct the churches in the ways of Jesus and protect them from 

false theologies. 
 

II. Reluctant Boasting (2 Cor. 12:1-6) 

 
A. Paul only boasts about his vision to refute the false apostles  

1. Not for his own benefit 
2. For the benefit of the Corinthian church 

B. After 14 years, this is the first time he speaks of his vision. Also, the last time he speaks of it. 
1. Heard things he is not permitted to repeat 
2. Many scholars believe this is vision is the basis for all of Paul’s doctrines. 

C. So reluctant to shine the spotlight on himself instead of Jesus, Paul only speaks about his vision 
in the third person.  
 

III. The Thorn in the Flesh (v. 7-8) 

 
A. Paul’s vision was so great that it was accompanied by a thorn in his flesh to keep him grounded. 

1. More than a minor irritant 
2. Skolops (translated as thorn) means a “pointed tent stake” 
3. Some translations say that Paul was buffeted by his thorn, a word used to describe a 

repeated violent battering. 
B. We are never told what Paul’s thorn is. 

1. We too experience thorns in our lives 
2. A precise description of Paul’s thorn would allow us to dismiss this passage when we 

feel our circumstances are different from his. 
C. Paul went to the Lord in prayer (v. 8) 

1. He practiced what he preached (Philippians 4:6) 
2. “Three times I pleaded with the Lord…” could be a Hebrew figure of speech meaning 

Paul continually prayed, over and over again, without ceasing. 



 

a. Paul’s persistent prayers meant he was not receiving the answer he was looking 
for. 

b. How many times in your life have you continually prayed and not received the 
answer you were hoping for? 
 

IV. God’s Reply to Paul, and to Us (v. 9-10) 

 
A. “My grace is sufficient for you…” 

1. My GRACE is sufficient for you 
a. What is grace? 
b. The unmerited favor and love of God in action in our lives 

2. MY grace is sufficient for you 
a. Whose grace is it? 
b. The grace of Jesus. He didn’t fail to pay the price of our sin once and for all, will 

he fail you now? 
3. My grace IS sufficient for you 

a. "It is easy to believe in grace for the past and the future, but to rest in it for the 
immediate necessity is true faith. Believer, it is now that grace is sufficient: even 
at this moment it is enough for thee." - Charles Spurgeon 

b. Right here, right now, the grace of Jesus is sufficient. 
4. My grace is SUFFICIENT for you 

a. Our culture praises self-sufficiency, but His power is made perfect in our 
weakness 

b. For his grace to be sufficient for us, we must admit that we ourselves are 
insufficient. 

5. My grace is sufficient FOR YOU 
a. Yes, YOU! 

i. You are not the worst sinner, Paul even tried to claim that of himself. 
ii. Your thorn is not bigger than the grace of God. 

B. “For when I am weak, then I am strong” 
1. Not our strength, His strength 
2. We must trust and rest in Him. 

 

Reflection Questions: 
• What is a current “thorn” in your life, and have you been actively talking to God about it? 

• How do you respond when God seems silent to your prayers? 

• What portion of “My grace is sufficient for you” is the most difficult for you to accept? 

• Where are you weak and need to rely on God’s strength? 


