
 1 

 
The Boundaries of Grace 

Romans 6:15-23 
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I. Ownership (vv. 15-18) 
a. Liberty is not lawless. (vs. 15) 
b. We are set free from the tedious nature of the Law by grace, through faith. 

(Ephesians 2:8)  
c. We belong to God! (Romans 8:16) 

i. We become His children.  
ii. Property vs. Possession (belonging) 

iii. Rule-based living is replaced by the Spirit of God living IN US!  
d. Who or what we obey reveals ownership:  Slaves to Sin or Submissive to The 

Savior (vss. 16-18) 
i. Slavery to sin leads to dead ends and death. 

ii. Submission and obedience to God leads to abundant life and freedom! 
(Galatians 5:1, 13; John 10:10) 
 

II. Options (vv. 19-21) 
a. A familiar/unfamiliar example (v. 19) 
b. Choice: the ownership decision is ours to make!  

i. Voluntary: “…you let yourselves be slaves…” or “…give yourselves…”(vs. 19) 
ii. In what ways do we enslave or bond ourselves?  

c. Two possible outcomes of our choice: 
i. Deeper sin and destruction, restricted freedom 

ii. Freedom, healing, and holiness (vs. 19, The Message) 
d. Am I developing a deeper dependence on God or on things I’ve allowed? 
e. Boundaries of Grace (vs. 15) 

i. Benefits of boundaries:   
1. Give us safety and freedom. 
2. Honor limits and provide protection. 
3. Show gratitude for the Giver and the gifts. 

ii. Temptation: 
1. Move the boundary stones – Deuteronomy 19:14, 27:17; Job 24:2; 

Proverbs 22:28, 23:10; Hosea 5:10 
2. We don’t have the freedom to encroach (trespass, poach, steal, 

intrude, disturb).  
a. Encroachment on others 
b. Encroachment by others 
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f. When boundary stones of grace are moved, we feel shame. (vss. 20-21) 
i. Adam and Eve – Genesis 2:16-17, Genesis 3 

ii. Conviction (guilt) vs. Condemnation (shame) 
iii. Lewis B. Smedes on shame: “It may be that all the shame we feel inwardly, 

alone, in the privacy of our souls, is rooted in the fear of being shamed by 
other people. For this reason, the simplest of all remedies for shame is the 
discovery that we are in spite of everything accepted by the grace of 
someone we most need to accept us.”1 

 

III. Opportunities (vv. 22-23) 
a. “But now you are free…” (vs. 22) 

i. Sin loses its power. 
ii. Life gets better, both now and forever.  

iii. We find contentment. (Psalm 16) 
b. The gift vs. the wages (vs. 23) 

i. Grace covers our failures. 
ii. Smedes, “First I feel shame—that painful dissatisfaction with what I am 

when I get a clearer look at the self I am meant to be. But when God tells 
me he loves me, his grace heals the shame, and I feel more worthy than I 
did before…the very pain is the onset of healing, for grace overcomes the 
contrast and makes me feel more worthy than if I had never felt the 
shame.”2 

iii. Grace is initiated by God and paid for through Jesus. 
iv. Grace is a gift. Receive it and live freely within it. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• In what ways have I become enslaved?  

• Am I experiencing shame in an area of my life? What does Jesus say about this area? 

• Am I moving boundary stones? Am I losing contentment? Meditate on Psalm 16. 

• Have I received the gift of salvation through Jesus? Ask God for forgiveness and a fresh 
start. (Romans 6:23) 

 
 

                                                 
1 Lewis B. Smedes, Shame & Grace: Healing the Shame We Don’t Deserve, p. 60. 
2 Smedes, pp. 50-51. 


