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I. We are all connected. 
a. We all came from one couple – Adam and Eve. 

i. Historically: Scripture teaches the historicity of an original human pair. Biblical 
genealogies (Genesis 5:3, Luke 3:38), Jesus’ teaching (Matthew 19:4,) and Paul 
points back to a historical Adam and Eve (Acts 17:26).1 

ii. Scientifically:  “All human beings share the same anatomy, physiology and 
chemistry, and the same genes…constitute[ing] a single species… best explained 
by positing our descent from a common ancestor.” 2 

iii. “Genetic evidence indicates that all living people…share a recent common 
ancestor.” Dr. Christopher Stringer of London’s Natural History Museum. 3 

b. We flourish when we are in healthy community, connected to each other. 
i. We have a love-hate relationship with this. 

ii. What we love – the benefits: 
1. Stronger physically: Those without social interaction die prematurely.4 

a. The increased mortality risk is comparable to smoking.5 
b. Isolation impairs immune function and boosts inflammation which 

can lead to arthritis, type II diabetes, and heart disease. 
2. Stronger emotionally and intellectually: Community brings the opportunity 

for collaboration and mentoring. 
iii. What we don’t like – the process: 

1. Life has a dulling effect, but community sharpens us (Proverbs 27:17). 
2. The sharpening process can be painful; there are no shortcuts. 
3. The challenge of community brings us to a choice: stay and be sharpened, 

or leave and remain dull. 

II. One person can change everything: “Sin came in through one man” verse 15 
a. The responsibility of a life – my actions affect everyone. 
b. Solidarity vs. Individuality 

i. Western: Individualistic (Choice and Control) 
ii. Biblical Understanding: Solidarity 

                                                 
1 Stott, John. The Message of Romans (The Bible Speaks Today Series) (p. 163).  
2 Ibid.  
3 Ibid.  
4 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/20652462 
5 https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1000316 
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iii. “We see humanity as made up of as many autonomous units as there are people. 
The Bible takes a radically different approach—that of human solidarity…the 
individual is part of the whole family, tribe or clan—and not a whole in and of him 
or herself. The idea of solidarity is that you can have a legitimate relationship with 
a person so that whatever that person achieves or loses, you achieve or lose.”6 

c. We “represent” the community that we are a part of. 
i. Adam’s fall – listened to the wrong mentoring voice and left community. 

ii. Adam was set up as a steward of Eden (Genesis 2:15). 
iii. One act of disobedience led to a long line of disobedience - death. 

d. Life came to the world through “one man” – Jesus 
i. “as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord,” Romans 5:21. 
ii. Since we are all “connected,” Jesus’ saving power is available to ALL of us! 

III. Our Responsibility: REPRESENT 
a. We “represent” our community. 

i. Whatever we are connected to affects us. 
ii. We reflect what we are looking into (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

b. I “pour out” whatever is in my life (Matthew 12:34; 15:18). 
c. Everything I pour in the stream flows down and affects others. 

i. Stewards: Cultivate and Guard. This was the call of Adam. 
ii. We are not just guardians, we are stewards. 

iii. Steward has an ACTION component. “Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation 
for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right relationship with 
God and new life for everyone.” (vs. 18) 

iv. Jesus’ “GIFT” to us is bigger than the offense: “But there is a great difference 
between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, 
brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of 
forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ.” (vs. 15) 

 Reflection Questions: 

• How is my connection? Am I connected to community or withdrawn? Why? 

• Do I see where I need to be sharpened? Where am I in the process – being sharpened or 
resisting? 

• What is pouring from my life? What needs to pour out more? Less? 

 
 

                                                 
6 Keller, Timothy. Romans 1-7 For You: For reading, for feeding, for leading (God's Word For You - Romans Series)  


