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Peace with God 
Romans 5:1-11 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 

 
 

I. Our “Problem”: God’s Wrath  
“…saved us from the wrath of God” (v. 9) 

a. Wrath is a tough word for us. 
i. Two responses: Offended or overwhelmed. 

ii. Wrath seems to contradict the other words for God that we like—love, 
Friend, Shepherd. 

b. God’s wrath has been mischaracterized and misunderstood. 
i. “Angry God” myth – “Old Testament teaches the wrath of God and the 

New Testament teaches the love of God.” 
ii. Wrath is in BOTH testaments:  

1. New Testament references to wrath: Matthew 3:7; Luke 21:23; 
John 3:36; Romans 1:18; Ephesians 5:6; Revelation 14:10. 

2. The New Testament is clear: Those who do not profess faith in the 
risen Christ remain in their sins and fall under the wrath of God 
(Ephesians 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 1:10). 

iii. Love is also in BOTH testaments. 
1. Old Testament LOVE: In the Old Testament, the doctrine of the 

wrath of God is in balance with three other doctrines: his patience, 
his love, and his readiness to forgive. First, God is patient.1 

2. God is portrayed as a father who is full of compassion and love. He 
is always faithful to his children (Exodus 34:6).  

3. The pleasure of God’s love is so much greater than his wrath 
(Psalm 30:5). 

c. Understanding the “wrath of God” 
i. Wrath is legal in nature: God is just. God’s justice requires judgement. 

ii. Our lack of regard for the holiness of God makes us confused by the wrath 
of God. 

iii. “Since God’s first concern for His universe is its moral health…To preserve 
His creation God must destroy whatever would destroy it.”  (A.W. Tozer)2 

II. God’s Plan: Peace with God 
a. Difference in Peace OF God vs. Peace WITH God. 

i. The peace OF God: a calm and satisfied heart in the midst of troubles and 
pressures. The peace of God is peace with regard to the cares of the 
world. It is subjective.  

                                                      
1 Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Wrath of God. In Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 2, p. 2167). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 
2 A. W. Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy, pg. 106. 
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ii. Peace WITH God: the state of hostilities between God and us is now over.3 
Peace with God comes from making things right. 

b. Purpose of God’s wrath - restoration 
c. We have peace with God “through faith.” 

i. Faith gives access to the entrance. 
ii. Faith (pistis): a conviction or belief respecting our relationship to God.4 

1. GOD: the conviction that God exists and is the Creator and Ruler of 
all things, the Provider of eternal salvation through Christ 

2. JESUS: a strong conviction or belief that Jesus is the Messiah, 
through whom we obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of God. 

iii. “Faith” is connected to a right understanding of our relationship with God. 
iv. Through this “faith” we are justified (made right, restored to the original). 

d. Faith brings us into GRACE (Grace = Transformation) 

III. The TEST: Suffering 
a. Paul’s point: Suffering starts a chain reaction that leads to hope (Keller). 

i. “Testing” (peirasmos) means to challenge the integrity of one’s faith.5 
ii. C. S. Lewis, “Try to exclude the possibility of suffering which the order of 

nature and the existence of free-wills involve, and you find that you have 
excluded life itself.”6  

a. Suffering produces ENDURANCE/Patience (hypomonē). 
a. Patience is our challenge. 
b. Lack of patience makes us vulnerable, easily shaken, and destroyed. 

b. Endurance produces CHARACTER (dokimē). 
a. Endurance (patience) is needed to develop character. 
b. Character (dokimē): a proof, approved, tried worth. Another word for it is 

evidence – proof that something is genuine. 
c. Character produces HOPE. 

a. Greek (elpis): confident expectation. 
b. Hebrew: Hope (qâvâh): to wait, look for, hope, expect, to collect, bind 

together; a rope (Strong’s Definition) 
d. Testing strengthens our rope, our support, our foundation. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• How do I view the wrath of God – undeserved or overwhelmed?  

• Am I at peace with God? How is my faith in God – strengthening or weakening? 

• Where am I being tested? How am I responding to suffering in myself, in others? 

• Where does my rope (HOPE) need to be strengthened today? 
 
 
                                                      
3 Keller, Timothy. Romans 1-7 For You: For reading, for feeding, for leading (God's Word For You - Romans Series) 
4 Elwell, W. A., & Beitzel, B. J. (1988). Wrath of God. In Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible (Vol. 2, p. 2167). Grand 

Rapids, MI: Baker Book House. 
5 The following definitions come from: Swanson, J. (1997). Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: 
Greek (New Testament). 
6 C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain. 
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