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HOPE is Risen 
John 21:15-17 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 

 

I. Jesus FOUND Peter 
a. Peter failed Jesus. 

i. Peter fell asleep when Jesus needed him the most. 
ii. Peter denied Jesus three times. 

b. When we fail, we run away; we deal with failure by returning to the familiar. 
i. Peter was doing what He was doing when Jesus found him – fishing.  

ii. Peter was failing at this – “they fished all night and caught NOTHING!” 
c. When we have failed, Jesus runs to us. 

i. Jesus knows where to find us, even when we return to what we know 
(Galilee). 

ii. Failure is a pivotal moment in our lives – makes or breaks us. 
iii. This is where Jesus meets us. 

d. Jesus views failure differently than us. 
i. To us: we have blown it – Game OVER! 

ii. To Jesus: New beginning IF we turn to Him and learn. 
iii. WHY? Opportunity for GRACE! Grace = Transformation. 

e. GRACE is the very center and core of the Bible. It is a distinctive of Christianity. 
i. Grace is about getting what we don’t deserve and not getting what we do 

deserve. 
ii. The purpose of GRACE: TRANSFORMATION. 

iii. The WORSE a person felt, the MORE they were attracted to Jesus. 
 

II. Jesus FED Peter 
a. Peter was hungry: up all night fishing and caught nothing. 
b. Peter was looking for more than food. Peter was looking for what we are all 

looking for: LOVE, ACCEPTANCE, FORGIVENESS and BLEONGING. 
i. LOVE: A meal shows that you love someone. 

1. “Feeding” others is connected to how we love God: heart, mind, 
soul, and strength (Deuteronomy 6:5, Matthew 22:37). 

2. These are represented in the meal. 
3. Jesus provided the food—they couldn’t catch anything. 
4. Jesus provided the fire—warmth, a gathering place. 
5. Eating together invites relationship. 

ii. ACCEPTANCE: An invitation to a meal shows acceptance; you want to be 
with them. 

1. Peter was dealing with self-inflicted rejection: “I said, ‘I will never 
leave you’ and I denied Jesus three times.” 
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2. Jesus loved people and accepted them before they loved and 
accepted Him – “For God so loved the world that He gave…” (John 
3:16, Romans 5:8). 

3. Jesus continued His journey to the cross even though the disciples 
ran away.  

iii. FORGIVENESS: Jesus was affirming His forgiveness of Peter. 
1. Peter needed forgiveness – Love and Acceptance are just the 

beginning. We need forgiveness to move forward in our healing. 
2. Peter denied Jesus three times; Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do 

you love me?” 
3. Jesus knew that Peter loved Him, but He knew that Peter needed 

an opportunity to be forgiven. 
4. We often rush through the act of forgiveness: 

a. Ashamed – say it quickly, muttering, head down.  
b. Jesus is slowing it down – we need to know that we are 

forgiven.  
c. Jesus is not “rubbing it in” and shaming Peter. Jesus is 

“rubbing it out” – setting Peter free. 
d. This is Peter “making things right.” We are not set free until 

we are able to deal with it (Matthew 5:23). 
iv. BELONGING: Peter, you belong here! 

1. Jesus did more than accept Peter. Jesus reaffirmed where Peter 
belongs: “Feed my sheep.” 

2. Jesus was reinstating Peter – “You are still the ROCK!” His plan for 
Peter did not change simply because of Peter’s failures. 

3. Belonging is more than just showing up. Belonging is about 
engaging in God’s plan for you. 
 

III. Our HOPE is in the LOVE of Christ 
a. Everything comes back to love – “If you love me, you will feed my sheep.” 
b. Hope is ALIVE and powerful in Christ: 

i. Not based on our performance - Love (agape): sacrificial love, the love of 
God towards us.  

ii. Limitless – Love grows as it is given. The more you give, the more there is.  
1. If I am not freely giving love away, it means that I have not 

received it. 
2. Love is active – If we say that we love God, it will be expressed in 

how we love each other. 
c. The greatest of these is love…love never fails (1 Corinthians 13). But you have to 

receive it. 
d. HOPE is “the anchor of our soul” (Hebrew 6:19). It keeps us steady in every 

circumstance. (1 Peter 1:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17) 
 


