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Walking through Denial  
Bold and Courageous, Yet Fearful and Flawed 

Mark 14 
Pastor Dwayne Smith 

 
 

I. PREPARATION: Jesus prepares us for trouble 
a. A consistent thread throughout Scripture is that God prepares us.  

i. God loves us, sees where we are, where we are going, and prepares us. 
ii. God tells us more than we realize – looking back reveals this.  

b. Jesus prepares the disciples for the TEST – Garden of Gethsemane: 
i. Gethsemane means “Oil Press.” 

1. The character of the olive is revealed as it is crushed: 
a. Too hard – immature, non-responsive (hard heart). 
b. Too soft – rotten, spoils the oil. 

2. Conflict reveals character. 
ii. Jesus warns them; tells them what will be on the test. 

1. “The Son of Man must die” v. 21 
2. You will be tempted. Luke 22:31. 
3. You will run away: the sheep will scatter. 
4. Peter, “…you will deny three times that you even know me.” v. 34 

iii. Tells them how to prepare: PRAY 
1. PRAYER is the gym – The Garden of Gethsemane is the VENUE. 
2. Jesus always prayed before He walked into a challenging situation. “I 

have pleaded in prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail.” 
Luke 22:32 

3. “Keep watch and pray, so that you will not give in to temptation. For 
the spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”  v. 38 

c. In this test, Jesus singled Peter out. Jesus was preparing him as THE ROCK! 
 

II. PLAY: We don’t like the preparation – we just want to play 
a. To a child, all of life is PLAY.  

i. A child resists what gets in the way of play including preparation. 
ii. A desire to practice and prepare is a sign of maturity. 

b. How we practice is how we play. 
i. We agree that practice is important, but we struggle with it. 

ii. Failing to practice can result in failing to play – you struggle and quit.  
iii. How we pray is how we live. 

c. Why did Peter deny Christ? 
i. It wasn’t a lack of love – Peter loved Jesus. 

ii. It wasn’t commitment – Peter dropped his net to follow Christ.  
iii. Peter knew the play, “Jesus must die.”  
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iv. Peter didn’t prepare  
1. He fell asleep instead of praying. 
2. Tried to stop Jesus’ arrest - Peter cuts off the servants’ ear. 
3. Jesus rebukes him and heals the servant’s ear (This is Jesus last 

recorded miracle – healing their enemy) Luke 22:51.  
4. This is our struggle – God’s plan versus my plan. 
5. We deny Jesus when He does not “perform” the way that we want.  

d. Power of PRAYER 
i. Prayer changes us, “To pray is to change,” Richard Foster.1 

ii. Prayer helps us to see God’s plan – trusting in Him. 
iii. Prayer prevents us from returning to “our way” - swinging swords. 

 

III. PLAN: Jesus made a way to recover from failure.  
a. Our failure is not the end with Jesus: Mark 14:27-28, “…I will meet you in Galilee.” 
b. Jesus knew Peter’s flaws – bold and courageous, but fearful and flawed. 

i. Bold and courageous: stood up for Jesus and followed to the courtyard. 
ii. Fearful and flawed: cut off the servant’s ear and denied Christ three times. 

c. God’s plan is ALWAYS reconciliation. 
i. Peter learned and went from retreating to leading the frontline.  

ii. God gives us everything that we need to be strong and courageous, but we 
have to deal with the fear. 

iii. After RESURRECTION we can meet Him in Galilee. 
1. For there to be a RESURRECTION, there needs to be a death. 
2. Things that had to die in Peter: 

a. Old/wrong ideas about Jesus. 
b. Wrong methods – “Put away your sword Peter.”  
c. Fear and insecurity – worrying about what others think. 

3. There are things in us that MUST die - we have all denied Christ. 
4. What things need to die so that Christ can be alive in me?  

5. Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who 

live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live 

by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 

 

Reflection Questions: 
• Where am I tempted to deny Jesus? How have I denied Christ? 

• How is my prayer life? Do I struggle with prayer? Why? 

• What things need to die in me so that Christ can live in me? 

• What “old ways/ideas” do I return to when I am fearful/frustrated? 
 

                                                 
1 Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, p. 33. 


