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Acceptance in Rejection  
Mark 8:31-38 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 

 

I. The PLAN – SUFFERING 
a. Jesus lays out his plan: Suffering, Rejection, Death, and Resurrection. 
b. The problem with the plan – SUFFERING. 

i. Our struggle isn’t, “Can Jesus rise from the dead?” – He had proven this 
throughout His ministry. Our struggle is, “Why do we need to suffer?”  

ii. Jesus’ suffering was nothing new. 
1. The prophets already revealed it (Isaiah 53:3, 7; Zechariah 11:12). 
2. Jesus was always portrayed as a “suffering servant.” 

iii. Jesus’ SUFFERING is a challenge for us because we are the cause. 
1. Jesus is suffering for us. 
2. If we can take away HIS pain, we can absolve OUR guilt. 
3. The longer we are in pain, the further we distance ourselves from 

the cause – sin. 
c. Our Challenge: We LOVE our flesh. 

i. Our soul is eternal (we ignore it), our flesh is temporal (we favor it).  
ii. This destroys us, “…to set the mind on the flesh is death.” (Romans 8:6-8) 

d. Our plan – ignore our sin. 
i. At first, this seems like a win-win scenario. No one seems to suffer. 

ii. This is a lose-lose scenario, because sin isn’t dealt with and it destroys us. 
iii. This plan distorts our view of ourselves and God. 
iv. God is out to destroy sin WITHOUT destroying us. 

 

II. The REBUKE - Peter Rebukes Jesus’ Plan 
a. Peter is feeling good! 

i. Peter just confessed Jesus as the Messiah (verse 29). 
ii. Jesus affirms Peter with power and authority (Matthew 16:18-19). 

b. Peter tests the power by rebuking Jesus’ plan: “You don’t need to suffer.” 
i. Suffering doesn’t make sense. 

ii. When God’s plan doesn’t make sense to us, we fight for our plan.  
c. Fighting for OUR plan causes us to blame/reject God. 

i. Suffering is our biggest challenge with God. 
ii. Philosopher J. L. Mackie, “If a good and powerful God exists, he would not 

allow pointless evil.”1  
iii. Tim Keller responds, “A major flaw in this reasoning…is a hidden premise, 

namely, that if evil appears pointless to me, then it must be pointless…Just 

                                                 
1 J. L. Mackie, The Miracle of Theism (Oxford, 1982). 
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because you can’t see or imagine a good reason why God might allow 
something to happen doesn’t mean there can’t be one.”2 

d. When we blame God, our view of God is distorted. 
i. We stop dealing in truth – It’s God’s fault, not mine. 

ii. REMEMBER, this was not the original plan. This is God’s rescue mission. 
iii.  “It is safe to tell the pure in heart that they shall see God, for only the 

pure in heart want to.” C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain. 
 

III. The RESPONSE – Jesus Rebukes Us 
a. Jesus recognizes the source of Peter’s rebuke: Satan. 
b. Jesus rebukes the source of the problem: “Get away from me Satan!” 

i. Jesus is identifying two sources in the world:  
1. God (Good) and Satan (Evil).  
2. Both demand our life: Jesus is the only one who is honest about it. 

ii. Peter was using the words of Satan in this moment, not God’s. 
1. This was the temptation that Jesus experienced in the wilderness. 
2. Worship me and there is no suffering (Matthew 4:1-11). 

iii. This is the struggle because we are an “adulterous generation.” 
1. We want Jesus and the world. This makes us unfaithful to Jesus.    
2. Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters.” 

c. Jesus’ response was the same – REJECTION. 
i. Jesus is out to destroy sin WITHOUT destroying the sinner—us. 

ii. Jesus’ rebuke is not limited to Peter. Jesus was addressing everyone. 
iii. Jesus’ REBUKE of us is necessary for us to receive Him (Peter’s story). 

d. Perspective on Suffering:  
1. God never brought it on us, but God can use it to strengthen us. 
2. There are two choices when we suffer: 

a. Blame God and reject Him (and ultimately ourselves). 
b. Recognize God and embrace Him – Peter’s response. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• How do I view suffering as it relates to Jesus? Am I overwhelmed by sin, or am I ignoring 
it? 

• How is my view of God? Is my “flesh” getting in the way? 

• Is there any area of my life where I am rebuking God’s plan/voice in my life? 

• Is my suffering bringing me closer to God or further away? 
 

 
 

                                                 
2 Keller, Timothy. The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (p. 23). Penguin Publishing Group.  


