
 1 

Who Am I?  
Mark 8:27-30 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 

 
 

I. The Power of a QUESTION: “Who do you say that I am?” 
a. This is the climax of the Gospel of Mark, and it begins with a question. 

i. This is THE BIGGEST question before us: Who do we say Jesus is?   
ii. A. W. Tozer, “The most portentous fact about [any person] is not what 

they at a given time may say or do, but what they in their deep heart 
conceive God to be like.”1 

b. The Power of the Right Question 
i. Questions are POWERFUL tools! Michael Hyatt, “They can ignite hope and 

lead to new insights. They can also destroy hope and keep us stuck in bad 
assumptions.”2 

ii. A wrong question is often backed with wrong assumptions. 
iii. Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to you…” 

c. Jesus was known for His questions – His questions brought insight, correction, 
and healing. People were amazed at His questions. 

i. Questions get to the heart, “Adam, where are you?” (Genesis 3:9) 
ii. Getting the right answer begins with having the right question. 
iii. Jesus’ questions gave the answer. “Why are you so afraid? Do you 

still have no faith?” (Mark 4:38, 40) “Why do you break the command 
of God for the sake of your tradition?” (Matthew 15:1-3) 

iv.  Giving the “right answer” is not the goal.  
v. We do not lack knowledge; we lack connection. 
vi. We are surrounded with the evidence, yet we are separated. 

d. Questions reveal our posture. 
i. It is invitation to a relationship. 
ii. Jesus was not out for the “right answer.” He was looking for the right 

heart – a transformed/renewed heart. 
 
II. The Power of Discipleship: “as you follow” 

a. Jesus asked this question, “Who do you say that I am?” at half-time. 
b. Jesus is known as He is followed.  

i. The disciples’ view of Jesus was not “perfect” when they began. 
ii. The disciples’ uncertainty over Who Jesus was did not stop them from 

following Jesus.  
iii. He spoke with authority. This is central in the Gospel of Mark. 

                                                
1 Tozer, A.W., The Knowledge of the Holy (p. 1).  
2 https://michaelhyatt.com/the-power-of-asking-the-right-question/ 
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1. Mark 28-1:21 , "What is this? A new teaching with authority!"  
2. They expected His authority, but not His methods. 

iv. Jesus’ call is not based on perfection. It is based on our faith. 
c. Jesus’ question is pivotal in their discipleship, “Who do you say that I am?”  
d. His question is answered in two stages –  

i. Who do “THEY” say that I am? This is an easier question.  
1. “…some say John the Baptist, Elijah, … one of the other prophets.” 
2. Jesus did not fit their mold. They were used to kings and prophets. 
3. We need to be careful NOT to compare Jesus to anything – “To 

whom will we compare…?” (Isaiah 40:18, Isaiah 46:5, Psalm 113:5) 
ii. “Who do YOU say that I am?”  

1. This is more personal. It requires ownership and accountability. 
2. This is a call to action.  

 

III. The Power of the ANSWER – “upon this rock I will build my church, and 
all the powers of hell will not conquer it!” 

a. Powerful questions lead to powerful answers. 
i. Peter’s answer was not based on new information. It was based on 

realization/transformation. 
ii. We can know about God while not fully knowing God. 

b. Peter did not include this in Mark. We need to look to Matthew 16:17-19. 
c. Peter’s answered revealed God’s presence in His life, “…my Father in heaven has 

revealed this to you.” 
d. Jesus builds on and empowers our confession of Him. 

i. Power: “…the powers of hell will not conquer it” 
ii. Authority: “I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever 

you forbid on earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you 
permit on earth will be permitted in heaven.” 

e. When we realize Who Jesus is, we walk in His promise and purpose to “do even 
greater things.” (John 14:12) 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• Who do I say Jesus is (teacher, prophet, my Lord)? How is this reflected in my life? 
• What questions am I asking God? What question is God asking me? 
• What is my answer to God? Do I desire to walk in the power and authority that God is 

offering? 
 
 
 
 


