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Unexpected Miracle:  
Walking on Water 

Mark 6:45-56; Matthew 14:22-31 
Pastor Dwayne Smith 

 
I. UNEXPECTED Journey 

a. The Destination:  
i. Jesus sent the disciples to the “other side” to Gennesaret (Mark 6:45). 
ii. What should’ve been a “3-hour tour” turned into a 9-hour battle. 

b. The Boat: A typical boat in that day was about 27 feet long and 7.5 feet wide, and 
it could hold thirteen people with a single mast for sailing and four oars. 

c. The Storm: The disciples were not expecting the storm, and some were 
experienced fisherman. No one heads out in a storm like this – a 9-hour battle 
and they are only half-way across. 

d. The value of a STORM: Every great story has a storm. 
i. Storms bring great opportunities if we look for them. 
ii. Storms shake things up—our schedule, our perspective, our 

relationships… 
1. We often have to shake something to clean it out. 
2. Storms are a testing ground: it reveals what is broken/leaking.  

II. UNEXPECTED Person: They were not expecting Jesus 
a. The disciples were expecting Jesus on the “other side,” not here on the water. 
b. When the disciples saw Jesus, some thought that he was a “ghost”. 

i. In biblical times, they didn’t know how deep the Sea of Galilee was (it’s 
141’ at the deepest part).  The Sea of Galilee was thought to be 
bottomless – open to the underworld, the realm of the dead. 

ii. They were so busy “fighting the storm” they were not looking for Jesus. 
iii. When “WE” fight, we focus on what “WE” can do.  
iv. We often struggle the most to accept help when we are fighting. 

c. Why is Jesus there? Peter tells us in Mark 6. 
i. Jesus was watching them; these are His disciples. (Mark 6:4) 
ii. Discipleship is proximity: Mark 6:27, “Take courage. I am here!” 
iii. Jesus is demonstrating His lordship over creation. 
iv. Jesus is also showing that storms don’t limit His presence or power. 

III. UNEXPECTED Responses: Fear, Faith, and Worship 
a. FEAR: The Disciples were afraid. 

i. FEAR focuses on the problem – we can’t get across. 
ii. FEAR comes from looking to ourselves as the provider: I’m tired and 

running out. I feel vulnerable.  
iii. Fear undermines faith: self-focused instead of Christ-focused. 

b. FAITH: Peter wanted to join Jesus – childlike faith: “I want to do that!” 
i. FAITH focuses on the Provider, the presence of Jesus. 
ii. FAITH is about the journey – what happens along the way (step-by-step). 
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iii. FAITH secures the relationship.  
1. Matthew is the only one who talks about Peter walking on water. 
2. Peter had a child-like faith: If my father is there, then it’s safe for 

me to be there. Trust and the desire to be with them. 
c. WORSHIP: Peter recognized Jesus and asked for permission to join Him. 

i. Peter asked for permission first in order for Jesus to make this possible. 
ii. Jesus’ invitation to walk on the water did not take away the storm – he 

had to walk on the waves and through the wind. 
iii. “You man of weak faith” – Jesus was encouraging Peter, “You can do this!” 

IV. UNEXPECTED Miracle 
a. The miracle they wanted was no storm. 

i. We ask Jesus to “STOP THE STORM!” 
ii. From our perspective, Jesus doing what “we” ask is evidence of His 

involvement and care. Conform to my reality. 
b. Miracles don’t settle it for us. 

i. Miracles don’t always change someone’s belief in God: Pharaoh in Egypt, 
Feeding of the 5,000, Rich Man (Luke 16:27-31), Us. 

ii. To some, “miracles” are tests hoping Jesus will fail (Matthew 16:1; Luke 
11:16).  

c. Our Main Problem: Hardened Hearts 
i. We don’t lack evidence – Jesus said this over and over again (Mark 8:17; 

John 11:37–40; Hebrews 3:7–11, 15; 4:7).  
ii. Jesus continually warned against hardening our hearts. 
iii. The Disciples struggled to see Who Jesus was. 

1. Previous to this Jesus had raised a dead girl from the dead and fed 
over 10,000 people. Now He is walking on water, calming the 
storms, and immediately transporting them to the other side and 
“They were totally amazed, for they still didn’t understand the 
significance of the miracle of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard 
to take it in.” (Mark 6:51-52) 

d. The miracle Jesus offered was His Presence: “I am with you.” 
i. Jesus IS the miracle! Jesus is the destination. 
ii. “Walking on water” does not take away the storm. 
iii. Jesus with us is a MIRACLE; “When I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death I will not fear because YOU ARE WITH ME!” (Psalm 23). 
iv. Jesus is not out to just rescue us, He is out to TRANSFORM us. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• Am I on an “unexpected journey?” What is the value of this storm – cleaning, 
perspective, strengthening, no idea…? 

• Do I see Jesus with me? Why is Jesus here? How am I responding – fear, faith, worship? 
• What miracle am I asking for? How is my heart – hardened or soft? Am I looking to only 

be rescued or am I willing to be transformed? 


