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Outsiders Are Insiders 
Mark 1:16-18 

Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 

 
I. The Call: Jesus’ first disciples were outsiders 

a. Jesus began His ministry with outsiders. 
i. Insiders often missed it. One of the key themes in the Gospels is how 

those who were seen as “insiders” with God often missed it and found 
themselves on the outside (religious leaders, Jesus’ family, some of His 
own disciples).  

ii. Outsiders were often quicker to understand. 
iii. Jesus Himself was often viewed as an “outsider.”  (Mark 1:45, 5:17, 8:23, 

11:19, 12:8, 15:22).  
b. Jesus walked to the outside and called Peter. 

i. This was upside down, because rabbis didn’t seek after disciples. Disciples 
first approached rabbis hoping to be chosen as disciples.  

ii. First Century discipleship was earned: reserved for highly promising young 
men who measured up to the standard.  

c. Jesus’ method – He went to them: 
i. Jesus went to Peter – called him while he was fishing.  
ii. Jesus sees people as they will be/can be, not as they are. 

1. Jesus sees us as what He will make us, not what we have made 
ourselves to be. 

2. Fishermen in Jesus’ day “were poor, uneducated, lower class, and 
particularly people who were not careful in their observance of the 
Law.”1 

iii. The CALL fits the destination. 
1. The BIG ask: deny yourself and follow me.   
2. The Destination: Jesus. Jesus offers Himself. 

 
II. The Answer: Positioned to respond 

a. Peter was quick to answer – “immediately they dropped their nets and followed 
Jesus” (Mark 1:18). 

i. Acceptance of authority – they were summoned! 
ii. This was not the first time that Peter met Jesus. (John 1:35-42) 

1. This is where Jesus named him Peter (Petros - Rock). (John 1:42) 
2. When Jesus names you, He is speaking to your future. 

b. Our response reveals how we view Jesus and what He is offering. 
c. The call of Jesus is immediate: there is an urgency to His call. 

                                                        
1 Hamilton, Adam. Simon Peter (p. 21). Abingdon Press. Kindle Edition. 
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d. Qualifications for a disciple of Christ: 
i. Follow – our answer enables us to receive our qualification.  
ii. Jesus is not worried about your resume’. He provides everything that you 

need. Our qualification comes in our obedience. 
e. To walk the path, he had to let go of what he had. Peter didn’t carry his net with 

him. 
 
III. The PATH: Failure leads to success 

a. Proximity – Discipleship is proximity to Jesus. 
i. Those who were His “disciples” were those who were with Him, “abiding 

in Christ” (John 15). 
ii. Jeff Vanderstelt describes discipleship like this : “It is the ongoing process 

of submitting all of life to Jesus, and seeing him saturate your entire life 
and world with his presence and power.”2  

iii. Manna principle – God gives us what we need, as we need it. No hoarding 
and no complaining (Exodus 16). 

b. Proximity does not mean perfection; it means progress. 
i. Perfect versus perfecting. 

1. We are made perfect in Jesus; He has forgiven all our sin (Hebrews 
10:17, 1 John 1:9). 

2. His work is being “perfected” in our lives (James 1:4, Philippians 
1:6). 

ii. Peter’s Path: Switchbacks 
1. Beginning: uneducated, impulsive, denied Christ, rebuked Christ, 

fell asleep when Jesus need Him, hid in fear. 
2. Ending: led the Disciples, led the early church, courageous, became 

a “rock.”  
c. Peter became a POWERFUL force for the Gospel: 

i. Peter led the early Church. 
ii. Peter led the disciples. 
iii. Peter powerfully proclaimed the word of God. 

1. People were amazed (Acts 4:13).  
2. Remember your calling, “God chose what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise, God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong” (1 Corinthians 1:26-27). 

Reflection Questions: 
• Am I an outsider or an insider? Which group am I more critical of? 
• What words does Jesus use to describe me…the me that He is perfecting? 
• How do I answer Jesus – quickly, with questioning, or by refusing? 
• What is my proximity to Jesus ? Am I abiding in Him? 
• Is the gospel alive in me? 

                                                        
2 Vanderstelt, Jeff (2015-04-16). Saturate: Being Disciples of Jesus in the Everyday Stuff of Life. 


