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The POSITION // Jeremiah 1:5-10 //Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 
 
 

I. The COACH knows your POSITION (where you belong). 
“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you 
apart and appointed you as my prophet to the nations.” Jeremiah 1:5 

a. The COACH assigns your position. 
i. The COACH builds the team. 
ii. The Coach knows where we fit, because God designed and created us 

(Genesis 1:27, Psalm 139:13). 
iii. God created us for a purpose – HIS. 

1. In HIS image 
a. Desire for relationship 
b. Ability to perform His purpose through us 

2. For HIS purpose 
a. Ephesians 2:10 
b. “Those who believe in God’s sovereignty are not troubled 

by these words, which clearly teach that God has the right 
as Creator to do whatever he desires with our lives (cf. 
Num. 8:19; John 3:16). At the same time he has allowed 
freedom of choice from the beginning (Gen. 2:16–17).”1 

b. How do we discover our position? 
i. Look at where you are now. 

1. Our location is no accident. 
2. We are placed in a context, for that purpose. Where we are 

“speaks” to us. 
ii. Know what God is doing where you are. 

1. Instead of asking, “What is God’s will for my life?” ask, “What is 
God already doing, and how can I join Him?” Discover what God is 
doing around you.  

2. “Once I know God’s will, then my life gains its proper perspective, 
…Once I know what God is doing, the I see what I should do,” 
Henry and Richard Blackaby, Experiencing God. 

iii. Know how God made you. God designed you with purpose. 
iv. Listen to and obey HIS voice. 

1. God directs a moving servant. (Abraham, Jesus: “follow me”). 
2. Difficult to steer a parked car. 

 
 

                                                        
1  Huey, F. B. (1993). Jeremiah, Lamentations (Vol. 16, pp. 50–51). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 
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II. The COACH provides for the Position. 
a. God is the Giver and the Provider. 

i. We get in trouble when we focus on ourselves instead of God. 
ii. The vall of God will ALWAYS exceed our ability – otherwise God is not 

needed. God does His work THROUGH us. 
iii. God is the qualifier. 

1. Jeremiah – “I am too young…I can’t speak.” 
2. Age is not a qualifier/disqualifier (Jeremiah, Samuel, Abraham, 

Moses, Sarah and Isaac, Joshua…) (Joshua 14:10-11) 
3. Our “talent” is not the qualifier. 

a. God is the possessor and the Giver of EVERY gift. Whatever 
you need, He will supply. 

b. Remember Jesus’ words. (John 14:12) 
b. God does not accept our excuses. 

i. Our excuses point to what we truly believe – a lack of belief in God. 
ii. God never took excuses from people. 
iii. His strength is perfected in our weakness, the realization of who we are in 

relation to Him. 
1. The power of God is displayed in our weakness and makes room 

for His strength—our dependence on Him! 
2. Are you weak? You are in the PERFECT position for God to use you 

and empower you for HIS work. 
c. REMEMBER, this is how you measure success: SUCCESS=OBEDIENCE. 

i. Jeremiah faced 40 years of opposition.  
ii. His own town plotted against him (Jeremiah 11:18-23). 
iii. Only two people responded favorably to his message; Baruch his scribe 

and Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian eunuch (38:7-13). 
iv. Jeremiah would have been considered a failure by today’s standards of 

success, but in God’s evaluation he was an outstanding success.  
v. If we are obedient to his commands for us, then we will receive his 

commendation (Matthew 25:21).  
d. Knowing God’s call gave Jeremiah the confidence he needed. 

i. The secret of Jeremiah’s steadfastness lies in the statement, “The word of 
the Lord came to him.” He experienced God. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• Have I discovered my purpose (home, work, neighborhood)? What next steps do I need 
to take? Am I obeying God wherever I walk? 

• Have I made excuses? Where am I insecure? 
• Have I opened my life to God’s voice and provision? 
• What steps do I need to take to walk into God’s call for my life? Am I experiencing God? 


