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The PLAY // 1 Samuel 3:1-10 // Pastor Dwayne Smith 
 

 
I. Commitment to the Coach 

a. Samuel had already committed himself to God. 
i. Samuel was a “miracle child.” Hannah was barren. 
ii. Hannah presented Samuel to the Lord from a young age. 
iii. Samuel served in the Temple and was being trained as a Nazarite – 

committed to God (1 Samuel 3:11). 
b. Samuel didn’t know the voice of God. 

i. Samuel knew about God, but he had yet to know God personally. 
ii. Eli was unfamiliar with the voice of God (v. 1). 

c. Commitment to the Coach is being committed to His voice. 
i. Our biggest hindrance to God’s voice – other voices. 
ii. There are only two types of voices – God’s and everything else.  
iii. Our greatest distraction is our own voice: 

1. Tomatis effect: Dr. Alfred Tomatis discovered, “If you can’t hear a 
note, you can’t sing that note.”1 

2. The voice of others: 
a. While it is good to have wise counsel (“walk with the wise” 

Proverbs 13:20), we need to be careful (Proverbs 4:23).  
b. Rumination (Dr. Edward Selby)2: the tendency to 

repetitively think about the causes, situational factors, and 
consequences of one's negative emotional experience. 

c. Rumination never stops worry; it rewards it.3  
3. God’s Plan: Listen to Him (1 Peter 5:7, Philippians 4:6-7).  
4. Samuel was positioned to hear God (1 Samuel 2:8-28). 

 
II. Commitment to the Playbook 

a. Knowing the playbook (Bible). 
i. The Coach thought through what you need to know and wrote it down. 
ii. We win by following the playbook (Psalm 119:9-16). 

b. We can TRUST the playbook (BIBLE). 
i. The playbook that we have, the Bible, is one of the most trustworthy 

documents that we have. 

                                                        
1 Batterson, Mark. Whisper (p. 1). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 
2 https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/overcoming-self-sabotage/201002/rumination-problem-solving-gone-
wrong 
3 Ibid. 
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ii. Theologian Hans Kung, “… people are usually unaware [of] the scrupulous 
scholarly work achieved by modern biblical criticism …The Bible is far and 
away the most studied book in world literature.”4 

iii. What makes this playbook different? “It is a book that is based in history 
with historical evidence and data…it’s a theological dissertation set within 
history that can be checked out.”5 

1. Historical Test: Three tests of historians – Bibliographic, Internal 
and External.6 

2. Prophetic Consistency.  There are over 300 specific prophecies in 
the Old Testament that are fulfilled in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ in the New Testament. 

3. Global Influence: “Christianity”, as set forth in the Bible “is 
responsible for a disproportionately large number of the 
humanitarian advances in the history of civilization.” Craig L. 
Blomberg.7 

4. Changed Lives.   
c. The Coach has provided people to teach you His plays. 
d. When you know the playbook, we often need very little direction on what to do. 

 
III. Commitment to OBEY 

a. “If you aren’t willing to listen to everything God has to say, you eventually won’t 
hear anything He has to say.”8 

b. “To obey is better than to sacrifice,” 1 Samuel 15:22. This was given in response 
to Saul’s disobedience of God. Saul did not fully obey God. 

i. Saul “adapted” God’s plan/command treating God as a consultant. 
ii. This was the original temptation – “Did God really say…?” (Genesis 3:1) 

c. Good communication begins with a good relationship. This is where God is 
leading us – back to Him.  

d. Why would God speak to us if we are not listening? (Psalm 24, Matthew 5:8). 
e. God is faithful to forgive us: Psalm 51 – written by David after Nathan confronted 

him for committing adultery with Bathsheba. 
 
Reflection Questions 

• How familiar/unfamiliar am I with God’s voice? Do I know God’s playbook (the Bible)? 
What other voices are affecting you? 

• How is my relationship with God? Do I trust Him? Am I fully committed to Him? 
• What steps do I need to take today? What is God asking me to do today? 

                                                        
4 https://www.zachariastrust.org/why-trust-the-bible 
5 http://www.pe.ag.org/conversations2001/4536_Mcdowell.cfm 
6 https://www.zachariastrust.org/why-trust-the-bible 
7 Blomberg, Craig L. Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith. 
8 Batterson, Mark. Whisper (p. 2). The Crown Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 


