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Advent: LOVE 

John 3:16-21 
Pastor Dwayne Smith 

 
 
 

I. Love KNOWS: God knows us 
a. When you love someone, you know them. 

i. Knowledge of one other is what connects us. 
ii. The greatest gift-givers tend to be the people who love you –they know 

you! 
b. Knowing someone requires effort, time, and insight. 

i. Psalm 139:1, “O Lord, you have searched me and known me!” 
ii. Now: God is with us. 
iii. In the Future: God is with us. He goes before us – ahead of us. 

c. “Loving the world” was a result of knowing the world.  
i. Love is not blind; it is eyes and ears fully open and hands fully extended. 
ii. Seeing past the behavior to the design (the original intent/potential) 

enables love.  
 

II. Love PROVIDES: our deepest desire 
a. Love looks to provide. 

i. When you love someone, you can never rest until they are provided for.  
ii. Our deepest desire is to love and to be loved – often expressed and to be 

known. 
iii. Who are we called to love? EVERYONE!  

b. The greater the love, the greater the provision. 
i. Great love goes past the surface to provide for the greatest need in our 

lives. 
ii. Beware of counterfeits: It looks like the real thing, but it provides nothing 

and gets you in trouble. 
Counterfeit Love Deep Love (God’s Love) 
Focuses on the surface – 
immediate needs (food, shelter…) 

Covers the present but looks to the 
future 

Self-Focused Focuses on others 
Weakened by difficulties Strengthened by hard times 

 
c. What we need: Restoration. 

i. Because God “loved the world, He gave us His only Son.” 
ii. This is our greatest need. 
iii. True love, God’s love, never ends, never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8). 
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III. Love is MISSED: we often miss true love – God’s Love. 
a. Love requires two things – the giver and the receiver. 
b. God has done His part and continues to do so. 
c. We need to receive. 

i. Receiving begins with belief: “Whoever believes…” John 3:16. 
ii. Belief is not a simple agreement: “Belief” means “to believe as true, to 

trust, to place confidence in.”1 
d. Why do we miss it? 

i. We forget the most important thing: identity. 
1. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, with all 

your mind and with all your strength” Mark 12:30-31.  
2. We fall into the trap of trying to “love ourselves” first.  Our worth 

comes from God. Without settling my identity in God, I am walking 
on thin ice. 

ii. We focus on the surface—counterfeit love. 
iii. We are constantly on the move – redefining love. 

1. When the definition of love is continually shifting, you will never 
find it. 

2. God’s love is constant – steady. “In death, in life, I’m confident and 
covered by the power of your great love.” 

e. The whole point of Christmas is God’s love for use – don’t miss it!  
i. God created, and we missed it. 
ii. God speaks, and we miss it. 
iii. God came to earth to invite us into a relationship with Him. Don’t miss it. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• Where do you struggle in knowing God? Do you see God’s potential in yourself and in 
others? What makes it challenging to see this way? 

• Who in your life needs to experience God’s love? What steps is God calling you to take? 
• Do you need restoration? Where in your life are you missing God’s love? Others? 
• How can you share God’s love this Christmas? 

 

                                                        
1 Charles Swindoll, New Testament Commentary. 


