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I. Who am I? (v. 1a) 
a. Belief 

i. Pisteuó (pist-yoo'-o): to be persuaded 
1. Persuading oneself through study and understanding 

(human believing) 
a. Study to show yourself approved (2 Timothy 2:15) 

2. Allowing oneself to be persuaded by God (faith believing) 
a. Impossible to please God without faith (Heb 11:6) 

 
b. Adoption  

i. Not just a relational state 
1. From the very beginning of humanity, our true identity has 

been more about whose we are than who we are. (Gen 1.) 
a. Made by Him (Psalm 139:13) 
b. His Masterpiece (Eph 2:10) 
c. Our adoption is His pleasure (Eph. 1:5) 

 
II. Expectation (v. 1b-3) 

a. Love (agape) 
i. God 
ii. His children 

1. All of human creation are God’s children.  
2. We are to love people not because of what they believe 

their identity to be, but because of what we know their 
identity to be, child of God. 

 
b. Obedience 

i. Requires action (Matt. 21:28-31)  
1. Disobedience is the result of believing a lie that God is 

trying to withhold something good from his children.  
2. The original sin of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden was 

not eating the fruit, it was believing the lie. Their 
disobedience was a byproduct of their belief. 

3. Our disobedience is a result of believing the same lie. 
ii. His commands aren’t burdensome (Matt. 11:28-30) 

1. The yoke used to pair two animals together. 
2. We are all yoked to something. 



 
Summer Letters | Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com  

Pastor Sean Conlogue 

3. The yoke can bring pain, or it can bring relief.  
a. Yoked to sin may feel like relief for a while, but the 

pain is only temporarily numbed. Eventually the 
numbing subsides, and all the delayed pain comes 
flooding in like a tidal wave. 

b. Yoked to God may feel like pain as we are refined and 
learn to submit to His guidance. Soon our burden 
feels light, and we find relief in knowing that we are 
no longer carrying it alone. 
 

III. Victory (v. 4-5) 
a. Overcoming or overcome 

i. If we are not achieving victory over the world, then the world is 
achieving victory over us. 

ii. There are no passive bystanders, everyone has a decision to make 
for their own lives, and that decision effects our engagement in 
the world around us. 

 
b. Our battle plans 

i. The victory we pursue is not brought about by: 
1. Force 
2. Politics 
3. Winning religious arguments 
4. Heaping judgement, shame or guilt on others for their sins 

ii. We achieve victory through: 
1. Humbleness  
2. Gentleness 
3. Patience 
4. Peace 
5. The Love of Jesus (Eph 4:1-4) 

iii. Be known more for what we stand for than what we stand against 
1. Truth is not a sword to be carelessly wielded 
2. Grace is not turning a blind eye to sin 
3. Be like Jesus. Grace AND Truth 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• How do you feel about being declared, "a child of God"? How have your 
earthly relationships effected your perception of a father child relationship? 

• What areas in your life are you lacking obedience? What are some ways that 
you can become obedient to God in those areas? 

• How are you showing your love for God in the way you interact with others?  
• Is the world overcoming you, or are you overcoming the world? How can you 

see more victory in you own life and in the world around you? 


