
 
Recalibrate 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com | Pastor Bob Stone 

A View Inside the  
Potter’s House 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Bob Stone 

Review – Refresh – Refocus  
PRESSURE OUTSIDE, BUT POWER INSIDE 

 
Introduction:  The chief question of our series is: “All of theology must eventually 
become biography.” In other words, what we believe has to work in real life, especially 
when we’re walking through adversity, pressure, perplexing situations, persecution, or 
failure. Paul speaks about how our faith works in difficult and stretching circumstances 
in 2 Corinthians 4:7-15.  Notice: 
 

I. There are TWO IMPORTANT FACTORS in these verses—vv. 7-15. 
 

A. The description of basic humanity is that of a container, a vessel, a clay jar—v. 7. 
1. All clay jars have 3 things in common. 

c. All clay jars need a potter to mold them—Jeremiah 18:3. 
c. All clay jars are made of clay, yet they’re all different. 
c. All clay jars are designed to contain something. 

2. All human clay jars are similar: “...But we have this treasure in jars of clay...” 
a. We all have the same Potter—Psalm 139:13-16. 
b. We’re made of the same material. Psalm 103:13-14—“...we are dust (clay).” 
c. We’re designed to contain something as well. 

 
This comparison between humans and clay jars is helpful because it gives us: 

B. The understanding we need of God’s intention for all humankind. 
 

1. So what in particular are we vessels for?  (Is it for our own amusement?) 
 

2. What is the significance of human clay jars? How amazing and what a privilege 
believers have to be chosen as clay vessels that are made to be containers of 
God’s Spirit.  We’re even called His TEMPLE in 1 Cor. 6:19-20.  WOW!  What a 
contrast between God’s uncommonness and our commonness (our earthliness).    
 

3. What’s the description of a person without God? Simply stated, a person who 
doesn’t have God in their life is empty, vulnerable & unfulfilled as God intends. 
 

4. What is this filling called? Scripture appropriately calls it (Him) a treasure—4:7a. 
 

5. How does the context specifically describe the treasure?  vv. 4-6. 
• If we catch the grandeur/beauty of these verses, we’ll never be the same. 
• No trial need destroy our peace, our sense of who we are, or our identity. 
a. The treasure is a Person. “...the glory of Christ, who is the image of God... 

(It’s) his light (that) shine(s) in our hearts”—vv. 4b,6b. (See Colossians 1:27.) 
“He adds the extra to our ordinary to make our lives extraordinary...”—Ray Stedman. 

b. The treasure could be called: “all-surpassing power...”—v. 4:7a; Rom. 6:5-14. 
• For the believer, the sequence is the same as it was for Christ. 
• First it’s death, then life.  Our spiritual death is intended to lead us to 

resurrection life and the Holy Spirit’s power—Rom. 6:5-14; Eph. 5:18. 
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c. Here are a few more things to note about this power: 
1) This power can be, and often is, released without fanfare, but it will have 

inevitable and unbelievable impact. 
2) This power then, is the quiet and secret source of our adequacy. 
3) In fact, this power is the secret of humanity, as God intended us to be. 
4) God doesn’t want us to operate in this life powerless - in our strength. 
5) SO IT’S COUNTERPRODUCTIVE TO TRY TO COVER UP OUR 

HUMANNESS WITH HYPOCRISY, BOASTING, OR ISOLATION. 
• We actually hurt our witness when we try to be more than we are. 
• When we’re real and transparent (fragile, flawed), and yet the life, love, 

and power of Jesus is also present, then it’s obvious the life we have is 
coming from God and not from us; we’re clay pots—2 Cor. 11:16-12:10. 

 
6. Why do we contain the treasure of God’s Spirit, this all-surpassing power? 

“...to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.” 
• Our weaknesses/faults can have great purpose, to show off what we contain. 
• Is this an excuse for flakiness and erratic behavior as a believer? No! 
• Is this a great opportunity to be real? YES!  Judges 7:2-8; 1 Cor. 1:22-30 

 
II. There are 4 categories of adversity here to demonstrate why we need this power. 

 
A. “We are hard pressed on every side but not crushed”—v. 8a.  We have an 

opponent who leaves us little room for action, but we’re not hemmed in— 
1 Cor. 10:13.  If the pressure is building outside, the power is pushing from inside. 
Our subtitle summarizes what happens: Pressure Outside, but POWER Inside. 
 

B. “We are...perplexed but not in despair”—v. 8b.  We may be boxed in a small 
room like a telephone booth and feel at our wits end, in much doubt and hesitant 
(a narrow mental space), but we’re not at a loss, abandoned, or without hope—2 
Cor. 1:8-9a; Acts 16:6-9; Prov. 3:5-6. If we go to God, we find He’s not just over all, 
He lives in us by His Spirit; He opens up our options, our space & gives us hope! 
 

C. “We are...persecuted but not abandoned...”—v. 9a.  We are pursued, hunted, 
driven out, but we’re not left behind - left solely to our own resources, unable to 
escape—Acts 9:23-25 (e.g., unkind words, cold shoulders, critical remarks, 
outright rebuke of our faith, deliberate efforts to hurt, even torture, or death)—2 
Cor. 11:23-29; Matt. 5:10-12; 1 Thess. 3:4; Psalm 27:1. We will have His help, His 
solutions. 
 

D. “We are...struck down but not destroyed”—v. 9b. (We might say we’re 
pummeled.) We’re cast down to the ground—Acts 14:19-20, but we can get up and 
continue to move in the way God calls us, even in catastrophes, shattering blows 
(cancer, fatal accidents, heart attacks, riot, war, earthquakes, literal beatings)—Job 
13:15a.  We aren’t DESTROYED! 

 
Conclusion: Now as we look at the above happening to us, what’s our reaction? (God’s 
desire?)  We should understand that these four areas will come at us relentlessly; they 
will come uninvited.  Is there a reason for this? (See 4:10-11 and notice “...so that...”) 
We have these trials, tests, sufferings, so that we’ll die a little more to ourselves, so that 
the life of Jesus will be revealed in us—“...SO THAT his life may be revealed in our 
mortal body” (2 Cor. 4:10).  So don’t give up; we will have trials, but we will have 
triumphs, and Jesus will be glorified!  There’s pressure outside, but power inside. 
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PERSONAL AND SMALL GROUP APPLICATION QUESTIONS  
PRESSURE OUTSIDE, BUT POWER INSIDE 

 
1. Verses 12-15 seem to say the life described here reaches far beyond any one 

individual.  It seems as we die to ourselves it becomes life to others, just as it did 
when Jesus died.  Ask yourself, “Who would be affected by my death to self?” 
Why aren’t we dead to our self yet? 
 

2. As we look at these things happening to us, what’s our reaction? Are these 
verses our testimony? 
 

3. What makes the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian under the 
same pressures? 
 

4. Why do some who don’t follow Jesus act better under pressure than some 
believers? 
 

5. What are some other examples of the categories listed in verses 8-9? 
• Think about the specific situations in your life that might fit under each of these 

categories: “hard pressed on every side...perplexed...persecuted...struck down.” 
• Then conclude with God’s answer: Whatever the problem or circumstance, 

because God is in us and His power is all-surpassing, WE (YOU) are not 
crushed, not in despair, not abandoned and not destroyed...” 

 
6. What’s your prayer as you read and apply this passage? 

 
OPTIONS FOR APPLICATION PROJECTS 

1. As you look back over your life at the specific situations that might fit under each 
of these categories: “hard pressed on every side...perplexed... persecuted ...struck 
down”; what are the main lessons you have learned from these events? In other 
words, what are the adversity principles you have deduced from these 
situations? Have you ever written them down? How might you share these 
principles, these lessons with others? 
 

2. If you could (or were asked to) form a small group, join a small group or ministry 
team where these lessons might be shared, what might you call it? What training 
(discipleship/development/support) might you still need in order to finish the 
healing process from the trouble (addictions, hurt, pain, trauma) you have 
experienced? How would you go about starting such a group that might help 
meet these needs in your life or someone else’s life? Who in church leadership 
might assist you in thinking through your thoughts and hopes? How many weeks 
(or times) would you need to meet to share what you have learned, and/or to 
help others find healing in similar situations? How would you gather such a group 
together? Or, who is already doing a similar ministry or support group that you 
might join and contribute to? 
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3. Who do you know who might feel “hard pressed on every side...perplexed... 
persecuted...struck down?” How do you think you could, or should approach 
them and let them know of your concern? What help could you offer? 

 
OPTIONS: 

a. How about “shut-ins” in our church (those who can’t get out because of 
sickness, infirmity, or physical challenges); how might you offer to help them? 
Who would you call to find out how you might help? Have you ever 
considered calling the church and asking what senior adults might need or 
appreciate a visit? How about offering to help a senior adult in their home or 
apartment with projects, repairs? Could you help with some of their 
transportation needs (doctors’ appointments, shopping, etc.)? 
 

b. How about children’s or youth ministries; how might you help/pray? 
 

c. How is your participation in giving to our church for its general needs? Have 
you been faithful, or flaky? What do you think the impact of that might be on 
you or our church? 
 

d. Have you considered missions projects around the world? What areas or 
needs are you drawn to or have interest in? How can you find out more 
information about those needs? 
 

e. How about the growing immigrant communities in our area? How might you 
help a family or an individual with their needs? 
 

f. How about teaching English as a Second Language? Who would you contact 
to find more information? 
 

g. As you think of the needs of those around you, what are you drawn to? What 
needs of other people do you think about often? Is it possible God might be 
calling you to meet a need? How might you do that? Who should you talk to? 
 

h. What existing ministries (even those outside our church) are you drawn to 
where you might become a volunteer? Why haven’t you taken the step to be 
involved? 
 

i. What Scriptures did you learn in the stretching times of your life that you 
might offer to others? Have you categorized them under headings? What 
guidelines should be followed when sharing Scriptures with others in need? 
What sensitivities should you exercise? 

 
Our definition of the church: “A dynamic team of people, filled with the Spirit, meeting 
people’s needs in Jesus’ name, wherever we find ourselves.” (The church gathered and 
the church scattered.) 


