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Flourishing Goals                                 
Inspired by Matthew’s                                 

House Metaphors                                                         

Listening Guide—Mark 2:13-21 

Introduction: Jesus gave every person careful thought and consideration.  We see in the 
gospels how Jesus often moved toward the socially unacceptable, the poor and the 
deprived, but He also quickly recognized and called the “unlikely…even a scholarly tax 
collector.”   What vehicles did He use? Houses are often used in very strategic ways: 
Matt. 9:9-25; Luke 19:1-10; 7:37; 10:38-42; Acts 16:13-15,40; 16:29-34; 18-19; 1 Cor. 16:19, etc. 
Jesus used Matthew’s house to reach unlikely people.  

A. Jesus Calls Levi—Mark 2:13-14.  Jesus loved Matthew and saw something in him most 
did not.  Let’s not write off the unlikely, our enemies, or family members who seem 
very distant from the Lord!  Notice, Jesus not only calls them, He goes to them. 
 

B. Jesus Eats with Sinners—Mark 2:15-16.  This evidently was a farewell dinner Matthew 
gave for his friends, because he was leaving to follow Jesus.  It was an opportunity to 
introduce them to his newfound Lord.  This was an outrage to the religious, because 
Jesus wasn’t lecturing these men, He was building a friendship with them. Jesus was 
eating and drinking with the worst and the most hated, and He even said, “Follow Me” 
to one of them.  Why?  Doesn’t He know who these men are? 
• Jesus didn’t care that calling Levi damaged His reputation; He saw the man’s     

heart, and even his potential.  
• What will we do as a church to reach the distant, the unlikely?  How about us 

individually?  Whose house will we go to, or who will we invite to our house? 
 
Again, was there a reason that Jesus was eating with such notorious, hated people?  

C. Jesus replies with four metaphors—vv. 17-22.  Jesus responded to the question, “Why 
does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  He gave four answers in metaphors.   

 
1. Metaphor #1:  A Doctor.  “On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy 

who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.”  Matthew 9:13 adds:  13] But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice.’ [Hosea 6:6] For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
What does Hosea 6:6 say to us today about to whom we’re to reach out to?  

a. The Prerequisites:  It’s the sick who need a doctor.  What does that mean? 
1) First, if we think we DON’T need God’s help, we’re not in a position to be 

helped.  This is why God often allows trouble in our lives—Heb. 12:10b-11. 
2) Second, Jesus reminds us that people are more important than our pre-

conceived ideas or prejudices, so we should keep our eyes open to those         
we think wouldn’t be open to outreach or our care.    
• Oh the joy to be THE doctor's assistant, to touch, lift, love, care for, heal 

the spiritually sick and lead them to wholeness (the healing of Jesus)!   
• On the other hand, we sometimes plant seeds in people’s lives even 

before they know they need Jesus, e.g., carob trees. 
 

b. The summary:  Where’s our clinic?  (House or work calls?)  Or if you prefer a 
parallel illustration, where are we planting carob trees, even in unlikely places? 
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2. Metaphor #2:  A Bridegroom and Fasting—vv. 18-19. This kind of question is very 
typical of the antagonist; their questions and observations are designed to make 
others look bad, inconsistent, and not as dedicated as they should be.  “Why are 
they (you) not more spiritual (like so and so, or even like me)”? 

• Application:  Some, who have other experiences, teaching, or ministry focus, 
won’t always understand our values and calling.  Some will criticize, but the 
best will ask honest questions and appreciate/affirm our calling—Matt. 9:14. 

• Observation:  The bridegroom’s friends wouldn’t think of fasting while he is 
with them…it’s a time of rejoicing, laughter and gladness.   

• Application regarding Worship:  Likewise, our life and worship shouldn’t be 
characterized as solemn, ritualistic and joyless.  HE is here!!  We can miss the 
season when God is doing something unique, just because we haven’t seen it 
before, or we don’t understand fully the new opportunity it offers us/church! 

 
Jesus then gives a third metaphor for us to think about: 

3. Metaphor #3:  A Patch of Unshrunk Cloth.  v. 21—“No one sews a patch of 
unshrunk cloth on an old garment.  Otherwise, the new piece will pull away from 
the old, making the tear worse.”  What’s the meaning of this metaphor?  The 
mixing of old and new tears at us and makes us worse off! 
a. In the context of our spiritual lives, life can’t be a mixture of two opposite 

principles: our sinful, selfish life can’t be mended, but it must be replaced with 
new, spiritual clothes!  (See Eph. 4:22-24.) 

b. Another application is, new approaches to ministry (reaching different people) 
sometimes need new environments, vehicles, or means to do so.  
 

4. Metaphor #4:  Wineskins.  v. 22—“And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. 
Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will 
be ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins.” 
 
a. The Background:  Skins of animals were used to contain liquids, e.g., wine.  The 

process of fermentation increased the volume of the wine, which was 
compensated for by the elasticity of the new skins.  But if the skins were old 
(no longer elastic), the fermentation process would burst them, and the skins 
and wine would be lost. 

b. The Application:  How can this metaphor be applied?  The new wine represents 
the inner aspects of a Christian life, and it could also mean the new wave of 
“Spirit directed” activities.  If we hold on to the old and don’t let the new wine 
have its venues and expressions, we may cause unnecessary loss and tearing!   
The new and old wine can exist side by side, but can’t be mingled!  We must 
never permit tradition to destroy or forbid relationships and outreach. 

 
D. Jesus raises a dead girl—vv. 18-26.  One place of significant outreach can become the 

launch/the springboard/the open door to similar or even greater opportunities to 
reach and heal people.  Our home outreaches (hospitality) don’t end with the event; 
they open us up to continued outreach/ministry even beyond what we can imagine.  
 
Conclusion:  How does the story of Matthew’s house inspire you, and how can it 
encourage our whole church?  Let me share some flourishing goals inspired by these 
four metaphors from Matthew’s House.   Here are my goals from this story.  

 
Application 

See the Flourishing Goals Inspired by the Four Matthew’s House Metaphors 
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Flourishing Goals Inspired by The Four Matthew’s House Metaphors 
My goals for us from these passages—Matt. 9:9-25; Mark 2:13-28; Luke 5:27-39 

• Let’s pray that we could be more like Jesus.  17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them,        
“It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  Where’s our clinic? (House or work calls?)  Or if you prefer a 
parallel illustration, where are we planting carob trees, even in unlikely places? 

• Let’s be doctors’ assistants to the hurting, the sick, the sinners.  Let’s recognize our 
potential to bring or assist healing, and to continue to pray for that expression in         
our lives everywhere. 

• Let’s go and learn what this means:  “‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners…”—Matt. 9:13.  What does it mean to you? 

• Let’s pray for discernment; look for faith/potential in others and encourage it. 

• Let’s not write off the unlikely, our enemies, or family members who seem very 
distant from the Lord. 

• Let’s teach the Word in every setting, e.g., Gatherings, homes, by the water, at 
hospitality events, even with unlikely people, etc.  In other words, let’s be willing to        
go into comfortable and uncomfortable places to reach people, meet their friends,  
and share the gospel, the good news about Jesus, e.g., Matt’s and Zachs’ house. 

• Let’s have more celebration dinners and hospitality events, where we can invite          
those who don’t know Jesus to meet Him and hear our stories.  How about having 
what some call a Levi Party?  What would that look like for us (for you)? 

• Let’s have times of fasting and times of rejoicing, but let’s make sure the highest 
priority is celebrating Jesus.   

• Let’s save the new patch for new clothes; better yet, let’s get new spiritual clothes.  
Also, let’s remember, new approaches to ministry (reaching different people) 
sometimes need new wineskins, environments, vehicles, or means to be 
effective/successful (e.g., we need what missionaries sometimes call a Peace Child; 
it’s a new redemptive bridge to reach into the lives of the unreached). We must never 
permit tradition to destroy or forbid relationships and outreach. 

• Let’s facilitate the calling of people (even the unlikely ones) to follow Jesus, by          
being open to their questions and by planting seeds of prayer, hospitality, and a 
gracious presence. 

• Let’s understand; it’s not only about us, but future harvest/generations, too. 

• What will we do as a church to reach the distant, the unlikely (goats and PACs and 
other Church scattered activities)?  How about us individually?  Whose house will we 
go to, or who will we invite to our house? 

• Let’s never look for a reason to accuse anyone, but if we’re accused, let’s follow the 
example Jesus left; let’s express appropriate emotion, but never be harsh in our 
words or attitudes.  Nor should we manipulate, belittle, or lash out; let’s just keep 
teaching the Word of God and be “true to truth.”  

• If we’re not good at overt outreach, or we’re shy or afraid, then let’s reach and 
mentor someone who will be, and let them pull and encourage us along. 


