
 
AHA | The Moment When Everything Changes 

Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com  Shoreline Community Church | shorelinecc.com  

THE  AHA EXPERIENCE 
Luke 15:11-32 

Bob Stone 
 
 
Introduction:  The word “Aha” is defined as, “a sudden understanding, recognition, or 
resolution.”  Each definition is based on a different set of circumstances, but most            
people encounter their Aha experiences in a similar fashion.  

 
A. AHA in Life:  It’s a sudden Awakening, brutal Honesty, and immediate Action. 
B. AHA in Scripture:  Luke 24:13-35; 15:11-32.  

 
The Story of the Prodigal Son 

 
I. An Overview of the Story:  “There was a man who had two sons…” 
 
II. The Beginning of the Story   
 

A. What are some story beginnings you remember?  A story can become so 
defined by what changes, that the beginning is forgotten.  

 
B. Why is the beginning so important?  The beginning often sets up the power or 

impact of the story.  It tells what life was like before the story takes place, and 
maybe it will give us a hint about the end of the story—Luke 15:11-12. 

 
III. The Characters in the Luke 15 Story begin at Home.  The father and his two sons 

live together on an estate.  
 
A. The Father:  He is obviously not poor.  Home is a very good place to be.  

 
B. The Older Son:  He doesn’t have much to say at the beginning of the story, but 

we should know he is watching, observing his younger brother’s behavior.  
 
C. The Younger Son:  We can learn from him and save ourselves a lot of pain.    

 
1. His initial statement is shocking—v. 12.  There’s something in the younger 

son that wants to leave home no matter how good the home or provision is. 
When the son asks his father for his share of the inheritance, he is effectively 
saying, “Dad, I wish you were dead.”  Why? 

 
2. His inner motivation seems, generally, to be selfishness.   

 
3. His actions are similar to ours (at least at times).   

 
a. It’s easy NOT to see ourselves in this story and think the younger son is 

out of his mind.  (We may even pretend we’ve never done anything so 
foolish, but if we’re honest, we’ve left home too.) 
 

b. In this parable, however, the father and the home alluded to are more 
than fictional; leaving HOME is leaving God/His household in the dust. 
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4. His story should cause us to ask some serious questions:  What makes us 
want to leave home and live our lives apart from God?  
 

5. His story suggests four common attitudes or reasons for leaving for a 
“distant country.” 

 
a. “I want it now” – instant gratification. We’re not good at waiting.  

But a lot of the Christian life, a lot of living in the Father’s house is based 
on delayed gratification—Rom. 8:28.  That drives some of us crazy! 

 
b. “I deserve it” – entitlement!  This attitude says, “I deserve it.  I’ve been 

faithful, good, patient, obedient long enough; now I deserve a break.”  
• But the core of living a life saved by grace is: we DON’T deserve it.  
• We don’t deserve any good things, but God offers them freely.  
 

c. “I can do better on my own” – bitterness and/or pride.  This common 
attitude makes us want to leave the Father’s house because of bitterness 
and/or our pride that says, “I can do better on my own.”  

     
d. “I don’t think God has my best interests and desires in mind.”  We may 

begin to think of God as 1) An Unreasonable Father—One who has a long 
list of rules that seems designed to take all the fun out of life; 2) An 
Unmerciful Father—an angry and borderline abusive Father who happily 
distributes punishment.  He’s always watching and waiting for us to slip 
up; 3) An Un-please-able Father who can’t be pleased.  We’re never good 
enough; 4) Uncaring Father—someone who wasn’t or isn’t there when we 
need Him most.  “If He doesn’t care for us, why should we care for Him?”  

 
6. His story (the prodigal’s) and our story could easily be altered if we really 

knew the true God:  God is reasonable, “please-able,” merciful and caring.  
His love extends beyond the boundaries of our comprehension.  His efforts 
to reach and heal us extended to the ultimate sacrifice on the cross - He 
paid the price for our traveling to the distant country.  He’s a “waiting 
Father,” looking for us to come to our senses and return home. 

 
With a correct view of God in mind, let’s move to: 

IV. The Story’s Application.  God’s response to our selfishness is to LET US GO. 
 

A. Here’s one of the most fascinating things about God:  He’ll let us make our 
statements of rebellion and walk away.  (He doesn’t like it and He can stop us.)  
 

B. But God allows us to choose Him…or to choose to leave Him.  At one time or 
another (or maybe even right now), a lot of us have rejected the Father and 
walked away.  Our story began in the Father’s house with nothing lacking, 
nothing missing, and everything we needed was provided for us. 
• Are you still enjoying your HOME or pining away for a distant adventure? 
• Or maybe you’ve already left?  That could be the end of your story, but it 

doesn’t have to be.  It doesn’t matter why you left.  What matters is whether 
or not you want to come back home.  That’s what Aha is all about.  Maybe 
an Aha story is beginning for you today.  It’s time to come back home!  


